
April 2014 Newsletter  

Brooklyn Middle School   
Home of the Hurricanes 

Blizzard Bag Due Dates: 
 Blizzard Bag #1:  makeup for Jan. 29, April 1 assignment due April 15th 

 Blizzard Bag #2:  makeup for Feb. 18, April 17 assignment due May 1st 

 Blizzard Bag #3:  makeup for Mar. 12, May 6 assignment due May 20th 

 

This information was also in our March newsletter: 

In April and May our students will be taking the Ohio Achievement Assessments 

(OAA).  Below is a description of the test from the Ohio Department of Education’s 

Website is a description of the tests:  

 

The Ohio Reading and Mathematics Achievement Assessments are annual 

tests that measure how well students have learned the reading and math concepts 

taught in grades 3–8. The Ohio Science Assessments are annual tests provided to 

students in grades 5 and 8. These assessments are designed specifically for Ohio 

students and are based on Ohio’s Academic Content Standards. They do not test a 

child’s intelligence or aptitude and are not meant to compare children’s abilities. 

Below is our OAA testing schedule: 

Friday, April 25th—5th Grade reading 

Tuesday, April 29th—7th Grade reading 

Friday, May 2nd—5th Grade math 

Monday, May 5th—7th Grade math 

Tuesday, May 6th—5th Grade science 

Wednesday, May7th—6th Grade reading 

Friday, May 9th—6th Grade math 

 

If you are interested in seeing what the test is like, click on the link below: 

 

http://ohio3-8.success-odestateohus.info/practicetest/testselect.aspx??nav=student 

 

 

http://ohio3-8.success-odestateohus.info/practicetest/testselect.aspx??nav=student


Below are updates from our staff at BMS: 

5th Grade News-- 

Fifth graders have been busy in language arts!  We have been working on many skills to 

become better readers and writers.  Currently we are working on author’s purpose, 

multiple meaning words, Greek and Latin stems, and main idea/detail in reading centers.  

During our writing days, we are focusing on writing an opinion piece.  This is all about 

expressing a view and using evidence to try to convince the reader to agree with you.  So, 

does a cat or dog make a better pet?  Ask your child which is better.  They should be able 

to tell you and give reasons to support their answer.  The reading OAA will be on Friday, 

April 25.  Please encourage your child to get plenty of rest the night before and come with 

an attitude to prove that he/she is a “Rock(Reading) Star! 

We are gearing up for the math OAA on Wednesday, April 30.  You can help your child 

prepare by visiting the website links in the homework section of Gradebook.  In addition, 

students can review the Math Journal pages we have completed throughout the year as 

well as the notes we have taken in the Math Notebook.  We are finished with Volume 1 of 

the journal, so they can keep that at home.  Important topics to review include: long 

division and multiplication of larger numbers with and without decimals, properties of 2 

dimensional figures, fractions (adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing), place value 

and measurement. 

In social studies, we are beginning to wrap up our studies of economics.  After assessing 

the concepts and skills, the students will have an opportunity to step in the shoes of an 

entrepreneur and plan their own business.  Many great ideas for business opportunities 

have already been shared!  They will be challenged to answer some tough business 

questions and determine the best actions to make their business successful.  Could this be 

a glimpse of what the future holds for our students? 

Fifth grade students have begun their final unit of study, Life Science.  The topic focuses on 
how organisms perform a variety of roles in an ecosystem.  We've learned that 
populations of organisms can be categorized by how they acquire energy and that food 
webs can be used to identify the relationships among producers, consumers and 
decomposers in an ecosystem.  We've also been learning that all of the processes that take 
place within organisms require energy.   For ecosystems, the major source of energy is 
sunlight.   Energy entering ecosystems as sunlight is transferred and transformed by 
producers into energy that organisms use through the process of photosynthesis. That the 
energy then passes from organism to organism as illustrated in food webs.   In most 
ecosystems, energy derived from the sun is transferred and transformed into energy that 



organisms use by the process of photosynthesis in plants and other photosynthetic 
organisms. 
  
6th Grade News-- 

During the month of March, 6th grade Social Studies students studied the ancient 
civilization of India.  Students learned about geography, history and life today in India. The 
Ganges River, TajMahal, and Mohandas Gandhi were among the topics students enjoyed 
the most. During the month of April we will focus on geography.  Students will be working 
on a "World Map Project". 

6th grade math students are currently hard at work preparing for the O.A.A. math 
test. We are practicing past test questions, reviewing vocabulary, and learning how to 
correctly respond to an extended response question.  Students will be allowed to use 
calculators on this year's test.  The remaining chapters in the math book require using 
multi-step formulas and problem solving, so it is important to also bring a calculator to 
class.  I hope the students enjoyed spring break, but it is very important to finish 6th grade 
on a positive note. Pay attention in class, do your homework, and study those math 
binders! 

March was a busy month for Language Arts students. We were busy studying Greek 
and Latin word parts in spelling, journal writing, and story elements.  We focused on 
character traits in which we read the short story Greyling about a boy who is a seal in the 
water and a boy on land.  In addition, we reviewed the major story elements and enjoyed 
watching Shrek and Little Mermaid as our assessment pieces.  We will be moving on to 
reading the books The Egypt Game and TuckEverlasting in April. 

Sixth Grade Science students are looking very closely at matter to answer many 
questions. What is matter? What are the properties of matter? What are atoms, molecules, 
elements, and compounds? Through our study of matter, we will better be able to 
understand the world around us and prepare for our next focus of study which will be 
energy! 

7th Grade News— 

During 4th quarter Language Arts 7 classes will be reading Durango Street by Frank 

Bonham.   Durango Street is a realistic, fast-paced, and compelling young adult novel about 

gang violence in the inner city. Even though it was originally published thirty-eight years 

ago the hardships and struggles faced by the characters are timeless.   

Our Accelerated Language Arts class will wrap up their year by reading The Giver by 

Lois Lowry.  In the novel our main character Jonas’ world is perfect.  He has never known 

war or pain.  But he also hasn’t had the freedom to make choices.  Every person in the 

community is assigned their job, their spouse, and even their children.  But when Jonas 

turns 12 and receives his job assignment everything in his world begins to change. 



The 7th grade Science classes recently wrapped up a study of the types of energy and 

energy transformations to end our Physical Science unit.  We are now studying 

Environmental Science.  Students created pyramids with visual definitions to show the 

levels of organization in an ecosystem.  We will soon be catching "turtles" to explore 

methods scientists use to determine population size. 

In Math and Pre-Algebra we are applying our integer rules and knowledge of solving 

equations to solving and graphing inequalities.  We will work on probability in the 

upcoming weeks. This will be followed by a unit of geometry. Learning the formulas to 

common 2-D and 3-D figures and how to apply them to real life situations will help to 

prepare students for the Math OAA on Monday, May 5th as well as the field tests for the 

Next Generation Assessments in which we are involved. 

Social Studies classes are continuing with to learn about The Renaissance and The 

Reformation. Castle project directions were given for an EXTRA CREDIT project due the 

week of May 12th.  PARTNERS are optional!!!! 

Art News-- 

5thgraders have been working hard on completing self-portraits of themselves modeled 

after the style of Pop Artist Roy Lichtenstein.  Lichtenstein’s cartoon/comic book inspired 

paintings featured “Ben Day Dots” and bright primary colors.  The students learned how to 

draw correct proportions of human features, and then incorporated what they learned 

about pop art through color and style. 

6th graders are beginning a watercolor unit that will reinforce all of the color theory they 

have studied throughout the year.  Students will apply their knowledge of color as they 

make artistic decisions and mix tints, shades, neutrals, and intermediate colors.  By mixing 

their colors (I let them use the tables as palettes and they love this idea!) rather than using 

them right out of the container, their landscape paintings will take on a much more 

realistic and sophisticated look! 

7th graders have completed their “face mugs” inspired by late 19th century “Face Jugs.”  

They did an absolutely fantastic job on these and I can’t wait to display them!  Students 

really immersed themselves in the process of sculpting, working for over a month on 

them.  While I am ecstatic with the end result, I am more excited and proud of the 

student’s work ethic.  They really stepped it up and did their absolute best.  Working with 

clay can be frustrating, but students worked through that frustration to solve the problem 

at hand.  The time and care they spent smoothing out areas, and the attentionthey gave to 

each and every detail is the reason the mugs look so fabulous.   Next we will learn all about 

the glazing process and complete the second phase of the project with a final glaze firing. 



Family and Consumer Science News-- 

The Family and Consumer Science classes have had a very busy March.  First we moved 

from our location in the high school to room 104 in the middle school.  This move is 

creating a variety of adjustments but we are rising to the occasion.   The sixth grade 

students are currently working on their pillow projects.  It is hoped that these projects will 

be completed by our Easter break.  Students are working hard at getting the pillow 

together and using the sewing machine to sew the seams together.   They appear to be 

very excited about the project. 

The seventh grade students finished up their stuffed animal projects!  These projects had 

to be completed before the move took place.  We will be donating stuffed animals to the 

LEAP Foundation.  This is a program that is for children in underdeveloped countries.  We 

are working with Ms. Wachalec as we progress with this program.  Each student was to 

make 2 stuffed animals, one of these animals to keep and one to donate to the children.   

The students are very excited about sharing their animals with another child.   It is so nice 

to see their positive attitudes toward others in need. 

Computer News—(A Welcome from Mr. Bombik) 

Dear Brooklyn Parents/Guardians, 

My name is Wes Bombik and I am proud to introduce myself as the current, substitute 

computer teacher at Brooklyn Middle. I hail from Brunswick, Ohio and graduated from 

Kent State University. I am a proud member of the Ohio Association for Health, Physical 

Education, Recreation and Dance and I am certified in First Aid, CPR and AED. In my spare 

time I enjoy fishing, running, golf and coaching basketball.  I also enjoy playing guitar in 

my two-man band. It allows me to express myself in ways I have never known how. I have 

participated and been involved with a number of different charities. I have not missed a 

step in Relay for Life and have also helped raise money for Akron Children’s Miracle 

Network. I recently participated in a philanthropy event called Hope for the Holidays. 

I value my family, friends, education and serving to enhance student learning. I get 

pleasure from taking on new learning experiences in regards to finding out more about 

myself and others and shaping our lives more effectively.  

Please feel free to contact me with any questions. Wesley.bombick@brooklyn.k12.oh.us   

Physical Education News-- 
 

In March the students at Brooklyn Middle School reviewed how to apply offensive and 
defensive tactics in practice and in games.  Offensive and Defensive Tactics are used in 
Invasion Sports, a game where the offensive team attempts to score by advancing through 

mailto:Wesley.bombick@brooklyn.k12.oh.us


the defensive team’s area and to score a goal.  The most common Invasion Sports are 
basketball, soccer and hockey.  The games may be different in the skills they use but the 
tactics (how to move and maintain possession) are similar.  The defensive tactics on 
defense are to deny space, to get between the offense and the ball and to disrupt space, to 
make it difficult to pass or receive the ball. 

 
In fitness we emphasized flexibility, the ability to bend, stretch, and twist the body with 
ease, through a full range of motion.  The students did their regular stretching activities 
and were introduced to yoga and Pilate exercises to increase their options on how to 
improve and maintain their flexibility. 
 

 

Parents— 

As the 2013-2014 school year starts winding down, please remember to continue the 

habits of homework, bedtime, and communication with your child and their teachers. 

Thank you for reading, 

Mark Tanski 

Principal 

 

 


