
April 2015 Newsletter  

Brooklyn Middle School   
Home of the Hurricanes 

A note from the principal… 
 

 Please continue to check ProgressBook with your child and contact your child’s 
teacher with any questions or concerns.   

 If you owe agenda or lunch fees, these can be paid through our SPS EZ Pay 
system on the website.  Here is the link: 
https://www.spsezpay.com/Brooklyn/ezpay/Login.aspx 

 Please remember with the upcoming, warmer weather that all students need to 
follow the outlined Dress Code. Check your child’s agenda book for more details.  

 If your child needs a new agenda book or identification card, see Mrs. Ethridge 
in the office.  

 Below is this month’s Parent Tips to Know from the Ohio Department of 
Education: 

March 18, 2015 Tips for Parentspdf 
 
In March, BMS was also elected as a Fox 8 Cool School.  For more 
information, click on the link below: 
 
http://fox8.com/2015/03/26/brooklyn-middle-school-is-a-cool-school/ 
 
Here is our End of the Year (EOY) PARCC/ONGA Testing Schedule: 
Friday, 4/24  6th English-Language Arts Unit #1 
Monday, 4/27  5th English-Language Arts Unit #1 
Tuesday, 4/28  7th English-Language Arts Unit#1 
Wednesday, 4/29  5th Math Unit #1 
Thursday, 4/30  7th Math Unit #1 
Friday, 5/1   6th Math Unit #1 
Monday, 5/4  5th Science 
Tuesday, 5/5  6th Social Studies 
Wednesday, 5/6  7th English-Language Arts Unit #2 
Thursday, 5/7  5th Math Unit #2 
Friday, 5/8   6th English-Language Arts Unit #2 
Monday, 5/11  7th Math Unit #2 
Tuesday, 5/12  6th Math Unit #2 
 

https://www.spsezpay.com/Brooklyn/ezpay/Login.aspx
_ae=Item&t=IPM.pdf
http://fox8.com/2015/03/26/brooklyn-middle-school-is-a-cool-school/


 

Below are updates from our staff at BMS: 
 
5th Grade: 
Mrs. Bloam, Mrs. Cuiksa, Mrs. Gump, Miss McQueen, Mrs. Ryan 

 
As we wind down the school year, we will be working on the last of our 5th grade math 

standards.  Converting measurements from one unit to another is our focus for the next two 

weeks.  We will end the year looking at properties of two dimensional figures.  Please encourage 

your child to continue practicing basic operations with whole numbers and fractions. 

We have continued our study of figurative language.  We took some time to write alphabet books 

using alliteration.  Ask what letter your child had responsibility for in the book.  We have started 

focusing on writing an opinion piece of writing.  Which animal makes a better pet, a dog or cat?  

Please continue to encourage your child to read.  This is a skill we use our whole lives. 

We have finished our study of Physical Science. We know that the amount of change in movement of 
an object is based on the mass of the object and the amount of force exerted.  We are now beginning 
to look at Life Science, focusing on foundational knowledge of the structures and functions of 
ecosystems. 
 
Now that we have finished our study of European exploration in social studies, we are beginning to 

explore the New World and how people interacted with the land and how the land affected 

people.  We will then finish out the year studying cultural groups and economics.  Some cool topics 

will be studied to allow for some awesome connections to be made on our trip to Greenfield! 

Our Greenfield Trip is Friday, May 15th.  Contact Miss McQueen for details or questions. 

 
 
6th Grade:   
Mrs. Yarman, Mrs. Burtzlaff, Mrs. Hengsteler, Mr. Lavinder, Mrs. Mack, Mrs. Mullally 

 
6th grade Math students are currently hard at work preparing for the "End of Year" PAARC 

math test. We are practicing test questions, reviewing vocabulary, and learning how to correctly 

respond to an extended response question. The remaining chapters in the math book require using 

multi-step formulas and problem solving, so it is important to also bring a calculator to class. I hope 

the students enjoyed spring break, but it is very important to finish 6th grade on a positive note. Pay 

attention in class, do your homework and study those math binders! 

Sixth Grade Science students are applying science skills of observation and analysis to 

examine and understand the world around us. We began the chapter with a study of motion, relative 

motion and describing motion. In the weeks to come, we will be searching for and describing the 



sources of force that cause motion. With a better understanding and a new approach to viewing the 

physical world, students should be able to describe the motion and forces at work in amusement park 

rides! 

In Social Studies, students will be learning about the early civilization of China. China's 
geography, government, economic system, social structures, religion, technologies and agricultural 
practices will be studied. Students will continue to practice arranging events in order of occurrence 
on multi-tiered timelines. Geography standards will also be reviewed. 

 
Language Arts students are currently working on improving their editing skills.  In addition, 

this involves capitalization, verb usage, and punctuation errors. Mrs. Yarman’s classes are currently 

working in groups to discover new ideas regarding the genres: historical fiction, mysteries, science 

fiction, myths/legends, tall tales, biographies, autobiographies, and plays.  Mrs. Mullally’s class is 

currently reading the novel Wonder together. 

 
 

7th Grade:  
Mrs. Frate, Mrs. DePetro, Miss Ginley, Mrs. Kiss, Mrs. Ralph, Mrs. Skapin, Mrs. 
Thamann 
 

During 4th quarter our 7th grade Language Arts students will be organized into literature 

circle groups to read, discuss, and analyze the novels Durango Street by Frank Bonham and The 

Giver by Lois Lowry. 

Since returning from spring break, math students have been moving quite a bit with such 

activities as “Dance, Dance, Transversal”, as well discovering what length sides can and cannot make 

a triangle while using anglegs. We will continue to deepen our understanding of math topics with 

hands on activities in geometry and probability. We are also incorporating technology by using our 

devices to Kahoot it! 

 



 

The 7th grade Science classes have been busy learning Chemistry concepts this quarter.  

Students created license plates using symbols from the Periodic Table of Elements.  Virtual labs 

online helped students better understand acids and bases and chemical reactions.  Our next topic will 

be Energy and Electricity. 

The 7th grade Social studies classes are studying the Renaissance in Europe.  This period in 

history introduced revolutionary ides, leading to cultural, scientific and social changes that affect us 

today! Next up will be the Reformation, which introduces changes in religion. 

 
 

5th – 7th Practical Arts: 
Art—Mrs. Becker 
 
Students in Grade 6 are studying the life and artwork of Georgia O’Keeffe.  I was so pleased to see 

how eager the students were to learn more about her!  They viewed an interview that was taped when 

she was in her early 90’s (she died at the age of 98 in 1986) and seemed to find her feisty personality 

quite endearing.  In small groups students discussed their thoughts about abstract art; this then led to a 

lively discussion where students attempted to answer the questions: “What is art?  How do we define 

it?”  Students will be using O’Keeffe’s larger than life floral paintings as inspiration for their work.  

Since the students have enjoyed her style so much, I just may surprise them with a secondary project 

that allows them to use cow/bull skulls and bones as inspiration much like O’Keeffe had painted in her 

later days when she lived in New Mexico.  The art room actually has some real cow skull specimens 

that we can use for still life drawing…. I purchased them off e-bay (much to my husband’s dismay) 

years ago.  Ah, the struggles of being married to an art teacher.   I am sure that the students will be 

intrigued at the idea of using real bones as inspiration! 

In honor of Black History Month, students in Grade 7 are created beautiful pastel drawings inspired by 

African American artists of the Harlem Renaissance.  Romere Bearden was one artist we looked at, and 

students will be incorporating his Expressionistic style and jazz themes into their work.  I can’t wait to 

see how the students choose to approach this project moving forward.  They will have a lot of creative 

freedom, and so it’s always interesting to see the directions each student ends up taking with their 

work. 

PE/HEALTH—Mr. Hvizdos 

 

The students just completed a unit on volleyball.  This is the second session with volleyball and the 

students were putting the skills they have been practicing in small-sided games. 

The 5
th

 graders were practicing on how to pass volleyball to another player.  It is a difficult task; one 

needs to move into proper position and apply the correct amount of force and it needs to be done in a 

matter of seconds. 

The 6
th

 graders were mastering the art of passing the volleyball.  They were introduced on how to 

receive the serve and make the pass.   



In Health the 7
th

 graders were learning the overall concept of health which encompasses physical, 

emotional and social well-being.  We are also discussing all the different ways we are influenced, 

positive and negative, in regards to our health. 

 

FCS—Mrs. Beard 

It’s hard to believe that February has come and gone already!  We have continued with our current 

topics for the month.  The sixth graders in Family and Consumer Science classes have been continuing 

with the study of recipes and cookies.  They made peanut butter cookies and are currently working on 

finishing up Snicker doodles.  Their measuring skills and working in the kitchen have improved.  With 

each recipe that they experience their skills continue to improve. 

The 7
th

 grade FCS students have been working on a team project.  They have been studying about 

fashion design principles.  The task that they have been assigned is to create a school uniform.  Their 

team must be able to show and explain the design principles and elements that they are using.  They 

will be presenting their projects to the class. 

 
 

 
 

Thank you to our Student Council for the final dance held in the 
gym on Friday, April 10th.  Check out the pictures below 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 


