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A note from the principal… 
 

On Friday, December 5th, some of our student groups, Student Council, National Junior Honor 
Society and STAR students, participated in a “Beam Signing” ceremony.  The students and staff 

signed their names to the final structural beam for our new Brooklyn complex.  This beam will 

soon be raised into place, and the names, and memories, will live for as long as the new complex 

is in existence.  Some of the pictures are contained in this newsletter.  But a big thank you must 

go out to the supportive community members, board of education, administrators and teachers 

who worked so hard to see this vision become a reality.  Go Hurricanes!! 

 

Students interested in purchasing a Yearbook, order forms are due back to Mrs. DePetro by 

January 16, 2015.  The forms are available in the office or by seeing Mrs. DePetro. 

 

On behalf of the middle school staff….Happy Holidays! 

 

 
Mrs. Ryan, with our STAR raffle winners, outside the construction site & after signing the 

beam. 
 

Below are updates from our staff at BMS: 



5th Grade: 
Mrs. Bloam, Mrs. Cuiksa, Mrs. Gump, Miss McQueen, Mrs. Ryan 
 
In math we just finished our units on multiplication with multi-digit multipliers and long division, 

and have started working with fractions.  Students will be expected to be proficient with all 

operations, as well as simplifying and finding equivalent fractions.  This is a great time of year 

to be working with fractions, as most of us will be doing holiday baking, which requires 

measuring with fractions.  So, as you are making cookies, doubling batches is a great way to help 

your child put these skills to a practical use. 

 

In language arts, we have been working on grammar skills.  The main parts of speech, 

capitalization and comma rules, how to use apostrophes and quotation marks, plural nouns, and 

commonly confused words have been our focus this month.  We continue to work on main idea 

and detail within informational text.  Continue to encourage your child to complete his/her 

reading log on a nightly basis.  In order to get better at any skill, one must practice. 

 

In social studies, we have just wrapped up our study of the Mayan culture.  The students 

enjoyed creating their three-dimensional Mayan pyramid-temple and they have a great start to 

their "Ancient Civilizations Brochure."  Next, we will take a closer look at the Incas.  They will 

have an opportunity to see how advanced they were and even make a little replica of the bridges 

they constructed. 

 

 
Students signing the beam for our new building; they were very excited to “celebrate” the 

progression of the project and to be part of history. 



 
6th Grade:   
Mrs. Yarman, Mrs. Burtzlaff, Mrs. Hengsteler, Mr. Lavinder, Mrs. Mack, Mrs. Mullally 
 
Math: Love them or hate them, fractions are a part of everyone's life. 6th graders have 

realized the importance of fractions during the month of November. They have learned how to 

compare fractions, order fractions, and also how to simplify fractions. They have figured out 

how to convert from a decimal number to fraction form, and also taking a fraction and finding 

the decimal equivalent. Students now know the "Lavinder Triangle Trick" and can transform an 

improper fraction into a mixed number. After Thanksgiving, we will continue with adding, 

subtracting, multiplying, and dividing fractions and mixed numbers. Do you know how to rewrite 

a fraction using the least common denominator? What is a reciprocal, and how is it related to 

solving fractions? Have your child bring home his/her math binder and find out the answers to 

these questions that were once used on the show, Are You Smarter Than a 5th Grader? 

 

Social Studies classes are beginning our study of Ancient Egypt.  Students will learn about the 

early civilization of Egypt with its governments, economic systems, social structures, religions, 

technologies and agricultural practices and products.  Did you know that Egyptians played a 

sport similar to baseball called tipcat?  Or that the Egyptian alphabet contained more than 700 

hieroglyphs?  Please ask your child what they have learned thus far, they are always excited to 

share! 

 

Language Arts students are busy looking into nonfiction text structures and features 

throughout the month of December. We are excited to be finalizing our “Music through the 

Decades” projects by the end of this month.  Soon we will be moving on to argument writing.  

We continue to refine our comprehension strategies. Please encourage your child to take their 

time when answering questions and rereading each answer.  Also, looking for specific text 

evidence is the key to great grades! All students should be reading at home. Please encourage 

them. 

 

During November sixth grade Science students continued to study living organisms. Students 

examined both plants and animals to determine characteristics that scientists use to classify 

these organisms into groups of related species. By understanding the classifications and 

examining the unique characteristics of each species, students developed their understanding 

of how each is able to survive in their environment. 

Happy Holidays from the 6th grade team! 

 
 

 
 
 



Student Council News: 
Student Council will be hosting our STAR incentive dance on December 19th.  Permission slips 

were sent home on December 1st with all students in grades 5 – 7. 

 

 
Mrs. Yarman and our Student Council officers for 2014-2015 after they signed the beam. 

 
 

 
7th Grade:  
Mrs. Frate, Mrs. DePetro, Miss Ginley, Mrs. Kiss, Mrs. Ralph, Mrs. Skapin, Mrs. 
Thamann 
 
Seventh graders had two opportunities this month to learn about careers. These visits, along 

with the Ohio Means Jobs website will help support the cross curricular career project that 

they will be working on second semester.  Students witnessed live court proceedings presided 

over by Judge Collier-Williams. They then had the chance to ask questions of the judge, 

prosecutor, and defense attorney.  We also had a visit from the Cuyahoga County Animal 

Shelter.  Representatives talked about the wide spectrum of career opportunities available for 

animal lovers.   

 

Parents interested in sharing information with students about their job can contact Mrs. 

Frate at sherrin.frate@brooklyn.k12.oh.us. 

 
 



National Junior Honor Society News: 
The NJHS students are making their presence known with morning announcements and Friday 

recycling.  These students lead our school each day in “The Pledge of Allegiance.” 

 

Mrs. Frate and the members of our NJHS after the “beam signing” ceremony. 

 

5th – 7th Practical Arts: 
 

The practical arts team would like to share the introduction of an interdisciplinary unit linking 

Health, Family Consumer Science, and Art. It will focus on Social and Emotional Learning. This 

field (SEL) has emerged from the new understandings of the nature of biology, emotions, and 

intelligence and their relation to success and happiness. Through social and emotional learning, 

children's emotional intelligence (EQ) is bolstered, giving them an enormous edge in their 

personal and professional futures. EQ is not a new concept, and studies have shown that EQ is 

the best predictor of a child's future achievement; better than any other single factor. EQ is a 

better predictor of success than IQ and technical skills combined. Some of the concepts that 

will be covered are: Self and other awareness, mood management, self motivation, empathy, and 

management of relationships. Students will be working on this unit in a project based format. 

They will cooperatively work to research their topic, and will present it to their peers in a 

format of their choice: Students in art will have total autonomy over materials, process, and 

creativity, while FCS and Health students may choose to use videos, Prezi presentations, 

PowerPoint, etc. to explore and present the topic. While this will be primarily a 7th grade 

project/unit, Practical Arts classes will be incorporating SEL into their curriculum through the 

remainder of the year for all Middle School classes. 



 

Mrs. Becker would also like to congratulate the following students who will have artwork 

entered in the Ohio Art Education Association Youth Art Month exhibition through Case 

Western Reserve University. Bopah Nhem, Hailey Nguyen, Audrey Badza and Sabrina Cisneros. 

8th grader Alejandra Cardona will have her artwork entered in the Scholastic Art and Writing 

Awards at the Cleveland Institute of Art.  

 
 

 
 

“Celebrate and Commemorate” 

 
 


