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A note from the principal… 
 
Our school is beginning our on-line assessments in the month of 
February.  Each grade level has different dates, and those are 
listed below by each grade level report.  We hope that our 
students are eating a good, nutritional breakfast and getting the 
proper amount of sleep before each test. 
 
As introduced in last month’s newsletter, the Ohio Department of 
Education sends out an email blast of information.  This is shared 
with parents in mind.  Another article is attached: 
 

http://www.brooklyn.k12.oh.us/UserFiles/271/O
DE%20Blast.pdf 
 
Below are updates from our staff at BMS: 
 
5th Grade: 
Mrs. Bloam, Mrs. Cuiksa, Mrs. Gump, Miss McQueen, Mrs. Ryan 
 

 
We have finally finished our fractions unit!  As we approach the PARCC 

tests, we will be focusing on our remaining standards, which include 
converting like measurements within a measurement system, representing and 
interpreting data using a line plot, and classifying two-dimensional figures into 

categories based on their properties.  If your child has not yet, please 
encourage them to memorize their basic facts. 

In language arts we have been focusing on theme, point of view, mood 

and tone, and have started looking at some figurative language.  Your child 
knows the difference between being “in a mood” and using their “tone” as 

responses.  We have also been practicing preparing for the PARCC tests.  

http://www.brooklyn.k12.oh.us/UserFiles/271/ODE%20Blast.pdf
http://www.brooklyn.k12.oh.us/UserFiles/271/ODE%20Blast.pdf


Please encourage your child to get a good night of sleep and have a good 
breakfast before they test. 

In Social Studies, we are putting the finishing touches on our ancient 
civilizations brochure. We will now switch gears and take a look at the earliest 

Europeans who began to explore the western hemisphere. Students will learn 
quite a catchy tune to be able to explain why they set out to explore the New 
World!  

Fifth grade students are continuing their study of Physical Science.  We 
know that light and sound are forms of energy that behave in predictable 
ways.  We've learned how light travels in waves and that it maintains its 

direction until it interacts with an object or moves from one medium to another 
and then it can be reflected, refracted or absorbed. 

 
5th grade state testing dates: 

Language Arts: February 23rd, March 9th,  and March 12th 

Math: February 25th, March 16th  

Science: March 4th 

 

6th Grade:   
Mrs. Yarman, Mrs. Burtzlaff, Mrs. Hengsteler, Mr. Lavinder, Mrs. Mack, 
Mrs. Mullally 
 

In social studies, sixth graders will continue to learn about the science of 
geography for the first part of February. We will examine different types of 
maps, identify latitude and longitude locations, study regions and how they 

have been determined, (e.g., landform, climate, population, cultural, or 
economic. ), and how political, environmental, social and economic factors 
cause people, products and ideas to move from place to place. We will also be 

preparing for Ohio's Next Generation Social Studies Test for 6th graders, which 
will be administered March 6th. 

As we look forward to March, 6th grade math students will start learning 
about percent and probability problems. As adults, we know how important 

and how frequent these topics occur in our everyday lives. It is important that 
students continue to keep up with the homework, as well as keeping their 

math binders organized. The binder checks after each chapter should be an 
easy opportunity to improve their grade. 

In Language Arts, we have successfully completed our poetry unit with a 
lot of thoughtful reflection on poems and figurative language.  We move into 

our second class book of the year. Mrs. Mullally’s class will be reading Maniac 
Magee and Mrs. Yarman’s classes will be reading Number the Stars.  We 



continue to practice sample test questions in preparation for PARRC and ODE 
state testing. 

The Sixth Grade Science exploration of rocks continues as the properties 

of minerals that compose the rocks are examined. These properties are what 
determine the uses of various rocks in our everyday life. In the coming weeks 
we will be examining ways people can use land resources. 

6th grade state testing dates: 

Language Arts: February 20th, March 3rd, and March 11th 

Math: February 24th, March 17th 

Social Studies: March 6th 

 
7th Grade:  
Mrs. Frate, Mrs. DePetro, Miss Ginley, Mrs. Kiss, Mrs. Ralph, Mrs. Skapin, 
Mrs. Thamann 

 
Our 7th grade students have just finished their career project.  Using the 

website Ohiomeansjobs.com students began by taking a career interest 
inventory to find out what type of careers they might be interested in the 
future.  Based on their results students were paired up with a classmate who 

had similar interests.  These partners selected a career to research and created 
a Power Point presentation that included everything from a job description to 

the average annual salary.  Once they were finished our 7th graders presented 
their finding to 5th & 6th grade students during advisory. 

In math, students have begun using what they learned about Power 

Point while working on the career project and applied it to math.  Over the next 
few weeks, students will create a survey question of their choice to ask twenty 
of their fellow 7th graders. They will then use the data from the sample to 

create Power Point presentations or posters. These will include graphs, 
explanations of how they chose their sample group and a prediction for the 

larger population based on the data. 
The 7th grade Science classes finished Weather and Climate and have 

just started a study of Astronomy.  We are focusing on the phases of the moon, 

eclipses, and tides.  The Astronomy textbooks will remain in the classroom for 
this unit.  Please have your child ask to check a book out for home use as 

needed.  Students still need scissors and either tape or glue daily for class. 

7th grade state testing dates: 

Language Arts: February 26th, March 5th, and March 12th 

Math: March 2nd and March 10th 



Practical Arts 

ART 

5th grade is studying the art element VALUE.  They are creating paintings of 

evergreen trees with beautiful gradients in their background.  They are learning 

how to work with a paintbrush, and practicing some tricks that will help them 

blend their colors seamlessly.  

6th grade BLUE group tackled a mini unit on clay this month.  My large class 

had some challenges, as clay is difficult to accomplish with big groups with 

limited time, but we persevered.  It took some help from my second smaller 

class (who came to the rescue with extra help in cleaning-up) but in the end we 

did complete some lovely vases.  The students learned all about the stages of 

clay (the properties of clay are linked with Science in many ways) as students 

discussed evaporation, and how it affects the stages of clay.  While the 

experience was a bit frustrating for my large class (and for me) it allowed me to 

reflect on what we sometimes can take away from less than perfect situations.  

In this instance, it allowed students to step up and really help their teacher in 

a way that they don’t normally need to.  Mrs. Becker usually has it all under 

control…. From set up to work time, to clean up, things in the art room 

normally run like a well-oiled machine.  But when my second smaller class 

came in, I was a bit frazzled, and the room was a mess.  They saw that I needed 

their support and help and immediately did all they could to get the room in 

order and give me some time to catch my breath.  One student said, “You help 

us all of the time Mrs. Becker, now let us help you!” They were helpful, 

supportive, positive, and pitched in like team players, cleaning up a mess that 

wasn’t their own.  Their positive spirit lifted me back up and gave me the 

attitude I needed to start again. 

When you look at your child’s vase (when they bring it home in a few weeks) 

please see not only the beauty of the design, but the beauty in how it was 

created.  Your children are good, kind, helpful, sweet souls and I couldn’t have 

made it through this project without them! 

7th grade has been working on a Printmaking unit that has them so engaged 

and motivated to create!  Working with a medium that they don’t normally get 

to work with was exciting for them.  They are carving out their designs and will 

begin the printing process next week.  The concept we focused on in this lesson 

was the art element of SPACE.  They are learning how manipulating both 

positive and negative space can create some really interesting visual effects. 



FAMILY CONSUMER SCIENCE 

With the start of second semester we have been very busy in the Family and 

Consumer Science classes.  The 6th grade students have been learning about 

measuring, abbreviations, equivalents and using a recipe.  They are back in the 

kitchen applying the knowledge that they have about measuring ingredients to 

make cookies.  Our days in the lab are Mondays and Tuesdays.   

The 7th grade students are learning about getting along with others, taking a 

closer look at themselves and displaying a positive attitude.  Students received 

a “wordle” with words from classmates that were positive about them.  

Students are also learning about budgeting time.  They examined how they use 

a 24 hour day, and where they can make useful changes. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
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The past few weeks our students participated in one of the more exciting units 

in Physical Education class, the students played football.  Our football is not 
some much playing as learning the positions and their responsibilities.  On 

offense we learned and practiced how to do a center snap, a rather difficult 
task if you have no experience with it.  The quarterback learned how to throw 
so the defender could not get the football.  The receiver learned pass routes; 

slants, hooks, fly and post to name a few.  On occasion we had a coach calling 
the plays.  Both the 5th and 6th graders learned how to cover a receiver when 
they ran their route.  They are to place themselves between the quarterback 

and the receiver.  The 6th graders were introduced to the linebacker who 
rushed (run close to and distract) the quarterback. 

 
The month of February brings us Hoops for Heart week.  A week of getting our 
hearts pumping by playing basketball and learning the benefits of physical 

activity. 


