
January 2015 Newsletter  
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A note from the principal… 
 

On behalf of the middle school staff: Happy New Year to all of our families and community 

members; may 2015 be good to you.  We are at the end of the first semester, and now is a good time 

to re-visit items students may need, such as school supplies, money for lunch accounts, touching base 

with individual teachers, setting goals for the second semester, etc. If you have a concern, please 

contact us. 

A new feature to the newsletter is a section sponsored by the Ohio Department of Education for 

parents.  The link below offers another perspective; enjoy!  

 

ODE Tips for Parents for Tweens 

 

 
Below are updates from our staff at BMS: 
 
5th Grade: 
Mrs. Bloam, Mrs. Cuiksa, Mrs. Gump, Miss McQueen, Mrs. Ryan 
 

As we finish the quarter in math, we are wrapping up our unit on multiplying fractions.  Students 
have been working hard to master simplest form rules, changing improper fractions to mixed 
numbers and mixed numbers to improper fractions.  We have found that multiplying fractions seems 
to be easier than adding and subtracting - ask your child why this is so!  Our next unit, dividing 
fractions, will be the end of our work with fractions (for a while). 

In language arts, we have been working on many skill topics in centers.  Those skills include context 
clues, multi-syllabic words, antonyms, and multiple meaning words just to name a few.  We focused 
on working in a group and not as individuals, as this is a real world skill that they will use the rest of 
their life.  Continue to encourage your child to complete his/her reading log on a nightly basis.  In 
order to get better at any skill, one must practice. 
 
The Incas have now been added to our "Ancient Civilizations Brochure" in social studies.  The 
students have done an outstanding job identifying the most important information from each reading 
passage we have completed and have been practicing their typing skills producing their finished 
product in the computer lab.  We will soon begin our study of the Aztecs and their highly advanced 
civilization. 

Fifth grade students have recently begun their study of Physical Science. Our initial focus is that light 
and sound are forms of energy that behave in predictable ways.  

http://www.brooklyn.k12.oh.us/UserFiles/271/ODE%20Parent%20Tips%20for%20Tweens.pdf


We've learned how sound travels in waves and can be reflected or absorbed, and that sound waves 
need a medium to travel in. Sound is produced by vibrating matter, such as a string or parts of the 
inner ear, so it cannot travel if there is no matter to vibrate. 

 

6th Grade:   
Mrs. Yarman, Mrs. Burtzlaff, Mrs. Hengsteler, Mr. Lavinder, Mrs. Mack, Mrs. Mullally 
 

In social studies, sixth graders will be learning about the science of geography this month. Students 
will discover how latitude and longitude can be used to identify absolute location, how regions can 
be determined, classified and compared using various criteria (e.g., landform, climate, population, 
cultural, or economic. ), and how political, environmental, social and economic factors cause people, 
products and ideas to move from place to place.  

6th grade Language Arts students finished up 1st semester by writing a persuasive essay on Alcatraz.  
As we continue throughout the month of January, we will be studying poetry and narrative writing.  
A number of students are missing supplies. Please check with your son/daughter to make sure they 
have colored pencils/crayons, glue, and scissors. 

In Sixth Grade Science our inquiry into minerals has provided a foundation for studying rocks. In the 
coming weeks science students will be examining the formation of igneous, sedimentary, and 
metamorphic rocks; the unique characteristics used to classify each type of rock; the characteristics 
that make rock useful; and the uses of various types of rock.  

In math, 6th grade students will soon finish the chapter on integers and will then focus their attention 
on Chapter 12: Algebra. Students will learn about important concepts and strategies on how to solve 
basic algebraic equations. It is a very important chapter for 6th graders as next year they will have an 
opportunity to take Pre-Algebra as a 7th grader. After completing this chapter, we will then go back 
to chapter 6 and learn about ratios, proportions, and functions.  

 

7th Grade:  
Mrs. Frate, Mrs. DePetro, Miss Ginley, Mrs. Kiss, Mrs. Ralph, Mrs. Skapin, Mrs. 
Thamann 
 

In language arts students are currently creating a Power Point presentation about a career they are 

interested in using the website Ohio Means Jobs.  When we are finished students will present their 

findings to other students in the building. 

The 7th grade Science classes have been continuing a study of weather and climate.  We have related 

topics studied to real-life weather concerns, especially with lake effect snow and wind chill factor.  

Ask your child to watch the local weather report and to explain parts of the forecast.   

In math, seventh graders are refining their knowledge of fractions and negative numbers-also known 

as rational numbers. Pre-algebra students are working with proportions and applying proportional 

reasoning to various situations from unit rate to scale drawings to percent of change. 



Seventh grade Social Studies classes are beginning their study of Islamic civilization.  Achievements 

in medicine, science, mathematics and geography will be the topics discussed. 

 

5th – 7th Practical Arts: 
Art 

5th graders finished their long anticipated clay unit last month!  They created miniature tree-house 

sculptures that doubled as a lidded box/container.  It was quite a lengthy and involved project, but 

the results turned out to be extraordinary!  Students learned so much about the medium of clay 

through this project.  From the scientific/chemical properties of clay, to the nuts and bolts of hand-

building, their new found knowledge and understanding gave them the tools they needed to succeed 

at creating a very intricate and complicated sculpture.  Students were also asked to write a short story 

to go along with their tree-house, and I have to say I enjoyed reading them almost as much as I loved 

watching them create the artwork! 

6th grade classes finished a printmaking unit that used the Mexican holiday/celebration “Dias de los 

Muertos” (Day of the Dead) as inspiration.  They also studied the artwork of the artist Jose Pasada, 

and used his etching technique as a jumping off point for their designs.  They created beautiful, 

colorful calavaras (skulls) that are a joyful and beautiful symbol of “The Day of the Dead.”  The blue 

group etched their designs in styrofoam, adding color with colored pencils, while the gold group 

carved designs into a rubbery stamp like material, and added color with soft pastels.   

7th grade classes have been working very hard on our most challenging project this year:  A self-

portrait using white and black charcoal.  Several weeks have been spent on these, and the results are 

truly amazing!  First, students needed to learn the basic proportions of the face.  After creating 

several ‘generic’ faces with correct proportions, we went on to learn how to draw basic features.  After 

a couple of weeks, they were finally ready to tackle a portrait of themselves.  Using mirrors or 

photographs of themselves, students were asked to really study their features and use their “right 

brain” to accurately draw them on the page.  Attention to detail was crucial, as students were forced 

to really slow down, study shapes, lines and carefully transfer what they were seeing onto their page.  

Lights and darks (values) were added so their portraits appear to have dimension and form.  Finally, 

since we spent so much time creating “values” with lights and darks, students were asked to write 

down PERSONAL values that were important to them all around the border of their paper.  Students 

discussed how personal values guide our actions and as a result, our futures.  They then spent some 

time personally reflecting on which values they truly respected before creatively writing them 

around their self-portrait.  

Family Consumer Science 

Students in the Family and Consumer Science classes have been very busy learning and applying 

what they have learned in actual situations!  The 6th grade students have been learning about fruits.  

They have worked on tri-folds about a fruit of their choice, learned categories that fruits are classified 

into and have made applesauce and banana roll-ups in the kitchen.  They have applied knowledge 



about tools in the kitchen and knowledge about kitchen sanitation. We are continuing our study of 

information about skills needed to work in the kitchen as we prepare for more cooking experiences. 

The 7th grade students have been busy learning about and applying knowledge about microwave 

cooking.  They have made a variety of foods using the microwave.  We have worked with a variety of 

potatoes in the microwave as well as apples.  We have made and cooked foods in a mug – makes for 

fewer dishes to wash!  Make and bake products included pudding, eggs and even a cake!  Students 

are applying microwave cooking skills to a variety of food situations.  They are not just warming 

things up in the microwave! 

PE/Health 
 
In December the 5th and 6th graders were working on how to serve a volleyball with accuracy.  The 
students also worked on their “table top” swing in baseball/softball.  A table top swing is a level 
swing that goes straight and flat as if traveling over a table.  All skills students learn we stress the 
what, how and why of the skill.   
In fitness the month of December we emphasized push-ups and curl-ups.  We will be fitness testing 
in January. 
In the Health the 7th graders are ending the semester by analyzing what they learned the year in 
Health and applying it to their daily lives.     
 

 


