
May & Summer 2015 Newsletter  

Brooklyn Middle School   
Home of the Hurricanes 

A note from the principal… 
 

Thank you to all the parents who have visited the middle school this year when 

it has come to Open House, conferences, concerts, PYSA meetings, building tours, 

dances, the spring musical, etc.  Your child appreciates your participation and so does 

the staff at BMS…Go Hurricanes!  Go Blue and Gold! 

The first thing for parents to know is that the building project is progressing on 

schedule and we should be ready to begin the 2015-2016 school year on time.  

Secondly, continue to monitor the website for updates in regards to dropping students 

off and picking them up, and all other information pertaining to the new middle 

school.  Finally, Open House for next year will be Wednesday, September 16th from 6 – 

8 PM. 

Although the ODE Parents’ page comes from January, it is fitting and good 

reading for the summer and to share with other parents who have adolescents.  Below 

is the link: 

http://www.brooklyn.k12.oh.us/UserFiles/271/Parents Know Newsletter.pdf 

 

Below are updates from our staff at BMS: 
 
5th Grade: 
Mrs. Bloam, Mrs. Cuiksa, Mrs. Gump, Miss McQueen, Mrs. Ryan 
 

Summer is a perfect opportunity to help your child realize that math is everywhere! 
  
Planning a vacation? You can help them create a budget and make spending 
decisions.  You can also work together to plan the trip:  How many miles will we 
travel?  How far will we go in one day?  How long will it take us to get there if we 
average a certain speed? 
  

http://www.brooklyn.k12.oh.us/UserFiles/271/Parents%20Know%20Newsletter.pdf


Planning a picnic?  How many people will be there and how many packages of hot 
dogs or hamburgers and buns will we need?  How many pounds of coleslaw if each 
person eats a certain amount? 
  
Having a garage sale?  Let them help price the items and keep track of cost and profit. 
  
Be creative - show your child that math really is everywhere and it can be fun! 
  
Continuing to read is also vital.  Point out all the places that we read, not just in a book.  

We are working on finishing our opinion writing.  Have discussions on a variety of 

topics.  Push them to pick a side and defend their opinion.  Some topics that students 

are interested in are.... 

o Should children have smart phones? 

o Should children have to pick to play only one sport? 

o Should children have to wear a helmet when riding their bike? 

We have learned quite a bit about the Hindenburg.  Ask why scientists disagree on 

how it happened. 

Don’t forget to work on the summer reading project.  Information has been sent home 

and will be posted to the school website. 

Do we have a future entrepreneur among us?  We have begun to study economics and 

the students have had an opportunity to put their knowledge to practice creating their 

own business plan.  As consumers, we are beginning to understand how our market 

economy works and the role supply and demand plays in determining prices.  Feel 

free to ask our fifth graders about their future business plans! 

Science students have been exploring how almost all kinds of animals' food can be 
traced back to plants.  Students recently learned about an owl's niche by dissecting owl 
pellets.  An owl's prey depends on the owl's habitat and on its feeding habits.  Because 
owl's often live in forests and around farms, owls eat mice and other small rodents, 
rabbits, small birds, and occasionally large insects.  Owl's swallow their prey whole, or 
nearly whole when possible.  While soft tissues are digested, fur, feathers, and bones 
are not.  About twelve hours after feeding, the owl casts, or regurgitates, a compact 
pellet containing the undigested material.  Each student examined the inside and 
outside of an owl pellet.  They separated the objects in the pellet and attempted to 
identify the different types of bones.  The students could then infer the types of prey 
on which the owl fed.  No bones about it, the owl pellets were a hit! 



 

 

 

 



Our 5th Grade Henry Ford/Greenfield Experience 

More than 80 years ago, The Henry Ford was formally dedicated by its founder Henry 

Ford and his friend and mentor, Thomas Edison. Today, The Henry Ford, in Dearborn, 

Michigan, is an internationally-recognized cultural destination that brings the past 

forward by immersing visitors in the stories of ingenuity, resourcefulness and 

innovation that helped shape America.  

 
Henry Ford Museum showcases the American ideas and innovations, technological 

and social, that have fired our imaginations and changed our lives. Here, visitors 

explore the first 40 years of flight, browse through the world’s premier automotive 

collection, walk past an array of presidential limousines including the one in which 

John F. Kennedy was assassinated and see an unparalleled collection of artifacts 

representing powerful change such as the bus on which Rosa Parks took a stand for 

Civil Rights, the camp bed George Washington used during his tour of Revolutionary 

War sites and the chair in which Abraham Lincoln was sitting the night he was shot. 



 
Greenfield Village visitors experience 300 years of American history through 83 

authentic, historic structures, four living history farms, historic rides such as authentic 

Model-T’s and nationally-renowned artists creating one-of-kind 19th- and 20th-century 

pieces in pottery, tin and glass. It is filled with amazing authentic structures such as 

Henry Ford’s childhood home and Thomas Edison’s Menlo Park laboratory. 

 

We had an incredible day with blue skies and sunshine.  A great big "THANK YOU" 

goes out to the parent chaperones that made the trip with us! 

 



 

 
6th Grade:   
Mrs. Yarman, Mrs. Burtzlaff, Mrs. Hengsteler, Mr. Lavinder, Mrs. Mack, Mrs. Mullally 
 

Sixth grade math classes, students will finish the year working on Geometry and 
Measurement. They will be introduced to three-dimensional figures, and use formulas 
to solve perimeter, area, and volume. Students will also learn about PI, and why it has 
a value of 3.14 

Language Arts students continue working on improving their editing skills 

through the daily edit.  In addition, this involves capitalization, verb usage, dialogue, 

and punctuation errors. Mrs. Yarman’s classes are currently working in groups to 

discover new ways to read nonfiction effectively.  This involves visualizing, 

determining importance, making inferences, asking questions, and making 

connections.  All classes are hard at work completing a “Month of Memories” journal 

writing activity. 

Sixth Grade Science students are applying science skills of observation and 

analysis to examine and understand the world around us. We began the chapter with 

atoms, molecules, and compounds.  We continue with studying the periodic table as 

we close the school year. 

Social Studies students will be working on a World Map Project during these last 
few weeks of the school year. Atlases will be used to locate continents, rivers, seas, 
bays, gulfs, islands, mountain ranges, deserts, etc. Students’ knowledge of latitude and 
longitude will be applied to identify absolute locations.  

REMINDER: 7th grade language arts summer reading packets went home.  

Please ask you child for the packet. It needs to be signed and returned.   

THE SIXTH GRADE TEAM WISHES YOU A HAPPY AND SAFE SUMMER!  

 

7th Grade:  
Mrs. Frate, Mrs. DePetro, Miss Ginley, Mrs. Kiss, Mrs. Ralph, Mrs. Skapin, Mrs. 
Thamann 
 

Math classes have been exploring topics in statistics, probability and geometry. They 

completed activities with dice to compare theoretical and experimental probability. 

They learned what M.A.D and I.Q.R. stand for (mean absolute deviation and 



interquartile range) and then used these to compare sets of data. Ask your child to tell 

you how many pyramids fit in a prism or to tell you about the shapes that are created 

from cross-sections of 3-D figures.  

The seventh grade Science classes have been studying ecosystems during the fourth 

quarter. We explored the mark-and-recapture method of estimating population size. 

Students “caught” paper turtles and found how many had been previously caught and 

marked. They used this information to estimate the population size and to predict how 

the population might continue to change. Students created line graphs and drew 

conclusions from their data.  We will be studying biodiversity to end the school year. 

Seventh grade Social Studies classes are finishing the year learning about the 

Columbian Exchange and how it reshaped societies in ways still evident today.   

As we finish our year together I would like to thank our students and parents for a 

great school year.  I have enjoyed getting to know all of you and I hope you have a fun 

and restful summer!   Looking ahead to next year each student must complete a 

summer reading project for 8th grade Language Arts with Mrs. Bader.   Students will 

be given a handout with the requirements for their summer reading project.  In case 

you need another copy, the summer reading project handout will also be posted on the 

Brooklyn City Schools website. 

 

Below are the Summer Reading Projects for each grade level: 

5th Grade 

6th Grade 

7th Grade 

 

 

Have a safe, healthy and educational summer! 

 

 

http://www.brooklyn.k12.oh.us/UserFiles/271/5th%20Grade%20Summer%20Reading%20Project.pdf
http://www.brooklyn.k12.oh.us/UserFiles/271/6th%20Grade%20Summer%20Reading%20Project.pdf
http://www.brooklyn.k12.oh.us/UserFiles/271/7th%20Grade%20Sumer%20Reading%20Project.pdf

