
 

May/June 2014 Newsletter  

Brooklyn Middle School   
Home of the Hurricanes 

Parents and Students: 

Thank you for all of the efforts in regards to the OAA tests, in class assignments, 

homework, extra-curricular activities, support of the school levy, Blizzard Bags, and the overall 

focus on making our kids the best they can be each day! 

As summer approaches, please remember to check our website for the many updates; 

schedules, building project, Open House for the 2014-15, Summer Reading Projects, etc.  The 

work continues through the months of June, July and August in order to prepare for the 

opening of the next school year. 

Have an educational summer! 

Mr. Tanski 

 

Below are updates from our staff at BMS: 

Middle School Counseling: 
 
During May, students have been working on OAA Testing and PARCC Field testing. 

Students from the 4th grade will be touring the middle school the week of May 19th, 2014.  
Mrs. Bir has been working with the students from the power groups, which are wrapping up 
for the year.  Students from the groups have been working towards making a positive 
influence in their own lives.  This was a great opportunity for these students to grow and 
mature in a healthy way.  The middle school will be ending the school year with their field day 
and talent show on June 4th, 2014.  
 

5th Grade: 

Congratulations to all of our students for their hard work on the Math OAA.  We are 

very proud of them!  We will end the year with a unit on problem solving and take a look at 

negative numbers as we prepare for 6th grade math.  

Language Arts students have been working at understanding figurative language.  We 
looked at simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole, idiom, and adages.  The students 



worked hard at figuring out what they really mean when used in literature. We spent time 
reviewing homophone, homograph, and homonym.  Do you remember which is which?  We 
finished up our study on Theme.  We delved into connotation and denotation. As summer 
approaches please encourage your child to continue to read.  If they are picking out what they 
like to read they will enjoy every minute of it! 
 

We learn so much from each other on a daily basis thanks to our diversity!  To learn 
even more about cultural backgrounds, we are beginning to research countries and how they 
have influenced the Western Hemisphere.  Students will have an opportunity to practice 
writing skills from Language Arts in this insightful Social Studies project. 
 

Science students have been exploring how almost all kinds of animals' food can be 
traced back to plants.  Students recently learned about an owl's niche by dissecting owl 
pellets.  An owl's prey depends on the owl's habitat and on its feeding habits.  Because owl's 
often live in forests and around farms, owls eat mice and other small rodents, rabbits, small 
birds, and occasionally large insects.  Owl's swallow their prey whole, or nearly whole when 
possible.  While soft tissues are digested, fur, feathers, and bones are not.  About twelve hours 
after feeding, the owl casts, or regurgitates, a compact pellet containing the undigested 
material.  Each student examined the inside and outside of an owl pellet.  They separated the 
objects in the pellet and attempted to identify the different types of bones.  The students 
could then infer the types of prey on which the owl fed.  No bones about it, the owl pellets 
were a hit! 

 

6th Grade:  

How does a roller coaster work? By Memorial Day you need only ask a sixth grader! 
Sixth graders will be wrapping up fourth quarter in Science with an exploration of Newton’s 
Laws that describe how inertia, acceleration, gravity, friction, and energy interact. Students 
will be able to identify how they encounter these forces every day and will be able to explain 
why a roller coaster ride is so exciting!  

In Mr. Lavinder's 6th grade math classes, students will finish the year working on 
Geometry and Measurement. They will be introduced to three-dimensional figures, and use 
formulas to solve perimeter, area, and volume. Students will also learn about PI, and why it 
has a value of 3.14!  

The study of China has been interesting for our sixth graders! Students are given the 
opportunity to learn about the physical geography, history, culture, government and economy 
of China. Did you know that China's population is growing rapidly-by about 11 million each 
year!! Interesting, thoughtful discussions are currently being enjoyed by all classes.  
Have a great summer vacation! 



Language Arts students are finishing up our book club work. Mrs. Mullally’s class read 
Tuck Everlasting while Mrs. Yarman’s classes read The Egypt Game.  Mrs. Yarman’s classes 
were excited to create hieroglyphic necklaces as we learned to decipher Ancient Egyptian 
writing. We will be finishing the year with spelling, preposition, conjunctions and interjections. 
We also hope to continue to read plays to practice our public speaking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7th Grade: 

As we finish our year together in Language Arts, I would like to thank our students and 

parents for a great school year.  I have enjoyed getting to know all of you and I hope you have 

a fun and restful summer!   Looking ahead to next year each student must complete a summer 

reading project for 8th grade Language Arts with Mrs. Bader.   Students will be given a 

handout with the requirements for their summer reading project.  In case you need another 

copy, the summer reading project handout will also be posted on the Brooklyn City Schools 

website. 

As the school year ends, Math and Pre-Algebra students will preview new topics as well 

as sharpen some familiar skills that will help them to be successful in their 8th grade math 

classes next year. A big focus this year was to understand how to use the math from class in 

our daily lives. 



Math students have begun to review their integer rules and apply them to finding slope. 

They will then graph slope equations on coordinate grid peg boards. 

Pre-Algebra students have been exploring more complicated multi-step equations 

which will lead to systems of equations.  

The 7th grade Science classes are studying ecosystems and biomes.  We explored the 

mark and recapture method that scientists use to determine population size.   Students 

“caught” paper turtles and found how many had been previously caught and marked. They 

used this information to calculate the population size. Students created line graphs and drew 

conclusions from their data. We are also studying how water, oxygen, nitrogen, and carbon 

cycle through ecosystems. Students are comparing life in different biomes and studying 

aquatic ecosystems. Ask your child about the interesting ways many of these organisms are 

able to survive in the darkest part of the ocean!  

I really enjoyed the seventh grade classes this year! Throughout the year students asked 

great questions and were interested in Science. I wish them the best of luck as they move to 

the high school! 

The 7th grade Social Studies classes are finishing the year learning about how the belief 

in magic turned into science.  Copernicus's heliocentric theory, Galileo's telescope, and others 

changed the way the world was viewed.  Columbus's discovery of what he thought was 

America paved the way for many explorers!  Hopefully, throughout the year connections were 

made with early people.  It is a different time, with similar goals, just at a faster pace in today’s 

world. 

 

Art 

5th graders have been learning about artist George Rodrigue and are creating paintings 

inspired by his “Blue Dog” series.  Earlier in the year, they learned how to create gradation in 

their work using pastels (their pumpkin compositions) and now are learning how to create 

gradation using different media-- paint.  By mixing tints, shades, and tones, they are able to 

turn shapes into forms and achieve a great deal of realism in their work. 

6th graders are hard at work completing their clay project for the year.  After learning 

the various stages of clay, they are now creating beautiful bowls and plates that will be as 

functional as they are beautiful.  Look for them to come home (hopefully in one piece) at the 

end of May. 



7th graders studied the Japanese art form “Sumi-e.” A type of ink brush painting, Sumi-e 

attempts to capture the spirit of the object portrayed, rather than simply representing its 

actual appearance.  Students used nature as their inspiration, and created beautiful tree 

silhouettes on dreamy watercolor backgrounds.  These beauties will be coming home in May---

they are definitely something you might want to think about framing, as they are quite lovely! 

 

Family and Consumer Science 

The Family and Consumer Science classes have had a very busy April.   At this point the 

6th grade pillows should have made it home.  The pillow project should all be completed.  If 

they have not made it home, your student needs to put in some extra time.  The students 

enjoyed making their pillows and the end results were very nice.  We are now getting ready to 

start a smaller project that will improve their fine motor skills as they work with hand needles. 

The seventh grade students are back to working on their hand skills project.  They are 

masters of a variety of sewing stitches that can be used on a variety of mending projects at 

home.  The project that shows the beautiful work that they have done will be coming home 

within the first couple of weeks of May.  This project has taken a lot of concentration and 

work.  We are going to be working on situations where all of these stitching skills can be used 

in various situations. 

 
Physical Education 
 

The students at Brooklyn Middle School are preparing themselves to be active this 
summer by practicing the classic summer fun activities; volleyball, basketball, baseball and 
badminton.  This month they are applying the skills and concepts they learned in school this 
year so they can have a fun and active summer. 
  

The students are practicing their volleyball skills so they can play in the backyard, at 
picnics and at the beach this summer.  They are moving to the volleyball to get under it so 
they can lift with light force as they pass it to the other player. 
 

While playing basketball the students are perfecting the give and go.  The give and go is 
when you pass the basketball to the other player and go to the basket.  This gets us to go the 
goal and helps us in getting away from the defender.  If they don’t get the basketball they 
circle back to the ball to get the basketball or they open up the space by the basket for their 
teammate.  Basketball is a fun and aerobic activity that can be done most anywhere; at home 
in the driveway, over a friend’s house or at the park. 



 
In baseball/softball we are emphasizing hitting.  The one skill in baseball or softball that 

will make us love the game or stay away from it is hitting.  It is said that hitting a ball is one of 
the hardest things to do in sports, hitting a ball that is moving with a round bat while placing 
it where no one is standing.  The key is tracking the ball, watching the ball from the moment 
the pitcher starts to pitch the ball.  It is important to step, hold the bat up and swing hard but 
“keeping your eye on the ball” is basic to be successful at hitting a baseball or softball. 
 

Badminton is a fun game and usually played at picnics.  The fun part of badminton is 
keeping a rally going.  That is why it is important to set-up, execute and follow through 
properly.  Before hitting the birdie, make sure you are standing sideways and watching the 
birdie touch the racket.  When you finish your swing, whether a forehand or backhand, be 
sure to follow through to that front shoulder to increase your accuracy. 
 

Whatever you do this summer, get up, get moving, and get active. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 


