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A note from the principal… 
 

With the conclusion of the first quarter, it gives your child a chance to set new goals.  

To make a new friend, improve in one selected class, to meet with a teacher once a 

week, to read a new book, to join a club, etc.  Parents, now is a good time to reassess 

your child’s interests and open up the lines of communication.  Write the goal(s) down 

and place it somewhere easily seen. 

Tweens have many needs which they may not always communicate.  Think about the 

following: Disconnect from Technology once a week, Family Meal Night—pick one 

night a week and stick to it, or begin a novel before bedtime and read it together. 
 

Calendar Reminders: 

 Friday, October 31st--Report Cards go home with students 

 Tuesday, November 4th--No School for students 

 Thank you to PTSA and Student Council, all students should receive a BMS 

commemorative t-shirt during the first week of November. 

 Wednesday, November 26th  - Friday, November 28th—No School 

 
Below are updates from our staff at BMS: 
 
5th Grade: 
Mrs. Bloam, Mrs. Cuiksa, Mrs. Gump, Miss McQueen, Mrs. Ryan 
 

 5th grade math:  We have finished our unit on multiplication with multi-digit 

multipliers and are moving on to long division.  We are using traditional 

algorithms, so parents need not worry about any “new-fangled” way of doing 

things.  Keep working on speed and accuracy with those basic facts! 

 In language arts, we are working on opinion essays during our writing days.  

Ask your child if he/she thinks that parents should help with homework.  In 



reading, we have been working on cause and effect, vocabulary, main idea and 

details, and finding textual evidence.   

 In social studies, we are going back in time to examine the Mayan, Incan, Aztec, 

and Mississippian cultures.  The students are seeing firsthand how our lives 

today reflect some of the practices they utilized long ago.  To assist in learning 

about the different groups, we are creating brochures, a cultural cube, and a 

mini-flipbook.  

 Science students have been exploring the Earth and our place in the solar system. 

We have been learning that the solar system includes the sun and all celestial 

bodies that orbit the sun, and that each planet in the solar system has unique 

characteristics. Ask your Fifth Grader to describe their favorite planet! 
 

6th Grade:   
Mrs. Yarman, Mrs. Burtzlaff, Mrs. Hengsteler, Mr. Lavinder, Mrs. Mack, Mrs. Mullally 
 

 In math, decimals were studied during the month of October as students 
reviewed how to add, subtract, multiply, and divide. Both teachers were pleased 
at the overall grades from the 1st quarter and are looking forward to more hard 
work and improvements in the 2nd quarter. Please check progress book to keep 
up to date with your child's grade. Also, students should be using their agendas 
to write in their assignments each day. 

 For science, students began their study of living organisms from the simplest 
level of cells to the complexity and diversity of multicellular organisms. Our 
studies included examination of the structure and function of cells, tissues, 
organs, and organ systems. 

 October was a busy month for our language arts students. We are finishing up 
our class novels: Wonder and Joey Pigza Swallowed a Key, and beginning 
research on our research project entitled “Music Through the Decades”. Students 
are creating PowerPoint presentations on different decades ranging from the 
1020’s until today.  In addition, we are writing expository paragraphs about an 
artist or genre from their assigned decade.  

 Sixth grade social studies classes are currently learning about the early 
civilization of Mesopotamia with its unique governments, economic systems, 
social structures, religions, technologies, agricultural practices and geographic 
characteristics. An informative website with information regarding ancient 
civilizations is Mr. Marks 6th Grade Page at http://www.mrmarks6.com/ 

 

 

https://webmail.brooklyn.k12.oh.us/OWA/redir.aspx?C=3DV6mck7FkSggqTw-r8c3Lryik-myNEIPv0kmEKJR_iSKXLhyRIhV6yM7xRgj9vq4lzmj85TtZg.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mrmarks6.com%2f


 

 
7th Grade:  
Mrs. Frate, Mrs. DePetro, Miss Ginley, Mrs. Kiss, Mrs. Ralph, Mrs. Skapin, Mrs. 
Thamann 
 

 Students in language arts classes are working hard to enhance their writing.  

Each week students are challenged to respond to a prompt while focusing on a 

specific skill to improve.   

 Social Studies classes are learning how the Roman Empire played an 

instrumental role in the spread of Christianity. 

 Science classes have been studying weather factors including energy in the 

Earth's atmosphere, heat transfer, and how wind forms.  Our next topics in this 

chapter include the water cycle, cloud formation, and precipitation.  Ask your 

child about these topics to help them relate Science to their everyday lives. 

 Math students have been working with integer rules in equations and in 

simplifying algebraic expressions. They have also applied these rules when using 

the distributive property which we looked at earlier in the year. 

 All seventh grades students enjoyed the Health Career Fair Friday, October 24th. 

This event sponsored by University Hospital gave students a chance to ask 

questions and complete activities related to various careers in the health field. 

 National Junior Honor Society Students have been busy helping around school 

with morning announcements and getting our paper recycling program 

underway. 

5th – 7th Practical Arts: 
Art 

 Mrs. Becker would like to announce that she will begin partnership with 

Artsonia.com this year.  A selection of student works will be chosen at the 

culmination of each project to be displayed on their website (parental permission 

will be required) for public view!  Artsonia is a great way to share your child’s 

artwork with friends and relatives and also allows parents to purchase custom 

keepsakes with their child’s artwork (mouse pads, posters, magnets, greeting 

cards etc.) The hope is to try out this program this year with a select number of 

students and then implement it school wide with all students the following year.   



 You can read more about the program at:  http://www.artsonia.com/teachers/ 

 5th graders are studying Post Impressionism and the artist Vincent Van Gogh.  
After critiquing his painting “Starry Night” students were asked to create their 
own interpretation of the famous painting.  Using oil pastels to create texture (a-
la Van Gogh) students are creating funny, sad, whimsical, and modern versions 
of this iconic painting limited only to their imaginations! 

 

 

 6th graders practiced using repetitive pattern, contrast and balance, all while 
learning about the contemporary art style "Zentangle." Zentangle is based on the 
idea that doodling can have calming and centering qualities, and can be a great 
way for people of all ages to ease anxiety, relax, or simply warm up for creative 
right brain thinking.  It is often used in art therapy as a tool young people can 
use to manage their emotions. We discussed the physical symptoms our bodies 
go through when we are angry for example, and how we might use the act of 
Zentangling to calm down.  Studies have shown that it is extremely difficult for 
our brain to think logically when we are in a state of anger, and so making 
decisions or acting on emotions during this state of mind is never a good idea.  I 
encouraged students to try taking a few minutes (using a Zentangle exercise) to 
calm down and clear their minds the next time they were feeling angry (or 
anxious, etc.) and to report back their experiences to the class.  The best part 
about Zentangle, is that while the process is therapeutic, the product is 
stunningly beautiful!  Look for these gems to be returned home within the next 
couple of weeks. 

 Students in 7th grade are studying pop-artist Wayne Thiebaud:  Thiebaud was a 
master at turning food shapes into forms through the addition of shadows and 
highlights.  Students reviewed geometry terms:  Volume, Oval, Ellipse, 
Parallelogram and Prism.  They then based their subject on one of the following:  
A square prism, triangular prism, cone or cylinder.  Geometric shapes became ice 
cream cones, slices of pie, whole cakes and cupcakes.  By manipulating value 
(darks and lights) the geometric shapes will be transformed into realistic, mouth-
watering desserts.   

http://www.artsonia.com/teachers/


Family and Consumer Science 

 October has been a busy month in the Family and Consumer Science classes.  In 

6th grade we continued to learn about being a wise consumer as we learned about 

grocery stores and the different departments in the store.  We are currently 

involved with learning about fruits. Students are looking forward to their first 

experience in the kitchen that will be coming very soon! 

 The 7th grade classes are finishing up a project that has taught them a variety of 

ways to preserve the life of their clothes by being able to mend and repair them.  

They have also been learning many terms that are associated with laundry and 

the techniques needed to prolong the life of their clothes. 

Physical Education / Health 

 In October the 5th and 6th graders were working on how to control 
 a soccer ball.  As with all the skills the students learned the  
what? how? and why? of the skill.   

 In soccer we control the soccer ball so we can send it where we want to go, 
whether that is to our partner or to the goal.  When the students learn the what, 
how and why of a skill they practice harder to get better at the given skill. 

 

 In the Health the 7th graders learned about Infectious Diseases and how they are 
transmitted and how we can reduce the risk of getting sick.  The students are 
starting the Decision Making and Goal setting unit. 

 

An Athletic Announcement…. 

The Athletic Boosters annual “Night at the Races” fundraising event will be held on 
Saturday, November 22.  Tickets are $25.  If interested, you can also purchase horses 
for $20 each or even sponsor a race for $100 which includes a full page ad in the 
program. Your support is greatly appreciated! 
If interested in purchasing a horse or sponsoring a race please contact our Athletic 
Office: 
 
Ryan Kelber 
Athletic Director/Social Studies 
Brooklyn City Schools 
216-485-8164 
ryan.kelber@brooklyn.k12.oh.us 
Twitter - @HurricanesBHS 

 

https://webmail.brooklyn.k12.oh.us/OWA/redir.aspx?C=U9gDcPxjQ0SAtUyhMkppBnmGrDscxNEI9-p7-ly9ovbn_0r1AIL0CC1Q8HDrCR6waL1e6FQyaAI.&URL=mailto%3aryan.kelber%40brooklyn.k12.oh.us

