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Home Connection for Parents! –    DECEMBER, 2009  Volume 4 
                

 

Principal’s Corner – News from Mr. Caleris 
 
It’s the time of year when we celebrate the joys of the winter season and take time to enjoy friends 
and family!  
 
As we approach the end of the first semester, I want to encourage all students to remain focused and 
positive inside and outside of the classroom. We are almost halfway through the school year! Good 
luck during the second half of the year.  
 
With winter weather ahead, school closings due to snow and/or frigid temperatures becomes a 
possibility. Most local television and radio stations have school closing information. When a 
decision is made to close school, the information can be accessed through the district’s Leader Alert 
System, district webpage or local TV stations. In any event, as the extreme weather approaches 
please make sure your child is dressed appropriately for any weather condition! 
 
Quick Reminders for drop-off and dismissal 

� Please don’t let children in or out of the car in the traffic lanes 
� Be patient in the car line – we’ve had a few close calls with people pulling out. Trying to save 

a few seconds could cause a car accident. 
� Children should not arrive at school before 7:30 am. 
 

 
I would also like to congratulate the Student’s of the Month for November: Elizabeth Dang, Corey 
Heatwole, Omar Davilla, Shanelle Solgos, Abdelrahman Rahmy, Sammy Huang and Taylor 
Reinhart. 
 
Enjoy your well-deserved winter break! 
 

Middle School Foundations News! 
 
Mr. Aufmuth, Mrs. Yarman, Mr. Palumbo, and Ms. Cahlik have been working hard to develop a plan 
for field day.  They have begun to create possible activities and a timeline for the event.  The 
Foundations team is also still exploring the possibility of holding a student talent show in the 
spring.  As we continue to explore these possibilities, we will keep you informed!  The 2nd quarter 
class competition is still underway with a very close race between 6th and 7th grade.  Right now, there 
is no way to tell who will win the ice cream treat! 
 

Middle School Athletic News! 
 
Our girls’ basketball has had a wonderful season so far.  With a current record of 5-7 they are 
looking forward to the tournament in the beginning of January.  After break, they will play their last 
game of the season on Thursday 1/7/10 here at Brooklyn.  The tournament will take place on 
Saturday 1/9/10, Tuesday 1/12/10, and Wednesday 1/13/10 and will also be here at Brooklyn.  We 
hope that you can come out and support our team! 
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Boys’ basketball try-outs were held this week.  Almost 50 7th and 8th grade boys tried out for the 
team.  With so much talent on the floor, it was difficult for Mr. Aufmuth to choose his team.  
Congratulations to the boys who made the team.  The boys will play their first game of the season on 
Thursday, 1/14/10 and we can’t wait to see how well they do! 
 

Attendance Reminders to Parents! 
 

All students are required to be in regular attendance except when excluded by law.  Ohio law lists 
the following as being valid reasons for absence from school: 
 
Excused Absences (MAKE-UP WORK IS PERMITTED) 
 
These are examples of excused absences: 

1. Personal illness  (The school may require the certificate of a physician if deemed advisable) 
2. Illness in the family 
3. Death of a relative 
4. Emergencies due to absence of parents or guardians 
5. Religious holidays 
6. Emergency or set of circumstances which in the judgment of the principal/designee 

constitutes a good and sufficient cause for absence from school including: 
a. Doctor, dentist, orthodontist appointments  (Students will not be excused the whole day 

unless it can be shown that the appointment necessitates this) 
b. Lawyer's consultation, which can only be scheduled during school hours 
c. Court appearance 
d. Funeral for family member, friends, neighbors, etc. as long as this is not an excessive 

number during the year. 
 

Unexcused Absences (MAKE UP WORK IS NOT PERMITTED)  
 
These are examples of unexcused absences: 
1. Baby-sitting in non-emergency situations. 
2. Running non-emergency errands. 
3. Staying out of school an unnecessary length of time because of a doctor's appointment. 
4. Out of town unless this is approved in advance as "vacation". 
5. Transportation of family member in non-emergency situations. 
6. Home repairs in non-emergency situations. 
7. Car trouble or making repairs on one's own or anyone else’s car. 
8. Oversleeping. 

 
When a student is absent from school, please have them bring in the work or materials that were 
provided to them by staff. We are running into situations where students are not returning the work 
and/or materials! Thank you for your cooperation in advance! 
 

6th Grade News 
 
In Language Arts classes, we finished up with our class novels in December. We are also finishing 
our creative writing stories about creatures we created in Social Studies class. In grammar studies, 
we are discussing the different types of pronouns and how to use them in our writing. As we move 
into January, we will begin our skills work to prepare for state testing. We will also be reading and 
writing poetry soon.  
 
Sixth Grade Science and Social Studies students have switched classes. The second Science group 
has begun their study of rocks and minerals with a lab investigation that explored plate tectonics, 
earthquakes, and volcanoes. Over the next few weeks, students will explore the three main types of 
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rocks, rock formation processes, and the rock cycle. Common rock types will be examined and 
compared, and the uses of rocks from prehistoric times to the present will be explored. Crystals, 
minerals and rocks will be studied through building geometric crystal structures from paper, 
examining various crystals using a hand lens, and using the scratch test to identify mineral hardness 
 
6th grade math classes have finished the unit on fractions.  When the new decade starts, they will 
begin working on relationships between positive and negative numbers (Integers).  There will be 
three weeks remaining in the 2nd quarter.  It is important that students continue to complete their 
homework assignments on time, and keep their math binders up to date.  
 
As our Social Studies classes head into break, we are exploring the evolution of Early Man.  After 
the New Year, the students will continue their journey; they will be exploring the four ancient river 
civilizations 
 
6th Grade TEAM students are working on traditional holiday literature. They recently completed 
a unit based on the Hans Christian Anderson fairytale, "The Little Match Girl." This unit included 
creative writing and practice using the reading process as well as vocabulary and comprehension 
activities. 
 
Important Dates: 
Final Mohican payment due- January 7th - All $215.00 needs to be paid up at this time. 
Mandatory Mohican Parent meeting- January 7th @ 6:30pm in the HS Auditorium 
Spending money due- January 28th 

 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the 6th Grade Staff ☺ 

 

7th Grade News 
 

Seventh Graders will be taking midterm exams in Science, Social Studies, Math, and 
Language Arts the weeks of January 12th and Jan 18th.  

 
December has been a busy month in math. Both the pre-algebra and math 7 classes have wrapped 
up Chapter 5 with quizzes and tests. We then moved on to one of Mrs. Frate’s favorite areas, ratios, 
rates, and proportions. We have used these skills to find the frequency a letter appears in a comic 
strip, calculate our weight in space, find out information about hand span and foot length of some 
basketball stars, and finally to “count the uncountable”. When we return from break we will work 
with percents; especially percent of change and the increase of prices over time.  
 
During the month of January students in language arts will begin literature circles.  Each student 
will be given a choice of several books they may read.  Once a book is selected students will be 
grouped by book and will meet weekly with their group members for discussions.  Upon completion 
of the book each group will present a project to their classmates. 
  
Seventh grade Social Studies are comparing the Olympic games of old and new. Continuing with 
the history of Greece we are learning the differences between the city-states of Athens and 
Sparta. Next, we will discuss the cause and effects of the Peloponnesian War. 
 
The seventh grade Science classes are continuing their study of the weather.  We recently finished 
a chapter on weather patterns including air masses, fronts and storms.  We ended the chapter 
studying methods of predicting the weather.  The next time you are reading the newspaper or 
watching the weather report, ask your child about the weather symbols you see!  After winter break 
we will begin studying climate and climate change.   
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8th Grade News 
 
8th grade Math: In Algebra 1, the students started Unit 2 on Functions.  We had a Chapter 4 test 
on December 11th. We will be looking at linear functions, the related graphs, and equations. 
Additionally, the students will learn how to use the graphing calculators in class to draw the graphs 
and make tables. 
 
In Pre-Algebra, the students are working on Unit 2: Functions.  The students will be working on 
Chapter 7 for the remainder of December.  We will look at linear equations for the purpose of 
making predictions, calculating slope, and constructing the graphs.  
 
Bonus Activity: Find an example of a linear equation in the “real world.”  This could be a graph in 
the newspaper, an ad for a cell phone, or an example off of the Internet.  Bring the example to Mrs. 
Hansen by January 8th for extra credit. 
 
An easy to use graphing calculator- one equation 
http://www.coolmath.com/graphit/ 
 
Use for 1 or more equations. Makes a table and allows for zooming in on the graph 
http://my.hrw.com/math06_07/nsmedia/tools/Graph_Calculator/graphCalc.html 
 
8th grade Social Studies: In Social Studies, the students are learning about the key events leading 
up to the American Revolution. These events include colonial responses to British taxes, the Boston 
Massacre, and the Boston Tea Party. Before winter break, students will complete a class project over 
one of these main events. Social studies binders will also be checked on Tuesday 12/15 and 
Wednesday 12/16.   
 
8th grade Language Arts: The big unit exam covering The Devil's Arithmetic and The Diary 
of Anne Frank will be conducted the second week after break. (week of January 11th) Also, there 
will be another two-paragraph essay covering both stories due around the same time. Students are 
currently working on their Devil's Arithmetic theme and timeline projects.  They look great thus 
far. Great quarter with all of the Holocaust information. 
 
8th grade Science: Students are currently learning about plate tectonics in Science.  After the 
winter break, they will be learning about the relationship between plate tectonics, earthquakes, and 
volcanoes.  Students will make a seismograph that can record the movements of simulated 
earthquakes, find the epicenter of an earthquake using a scale that scientists use, and also map 
earthquakes to determine the relationship between plate boundaries and earthquake locations.   
The major upcoming project is a volcano project that will be assigned at the end of January.  
Students will be assigned a specific volcano that they must create and present to the class.  Specifics 
will be discussed in class after the winter break.   
 
Miss Pettigrew’s class:     
 
Students in Miss Pettigrew’s class just finished Where the Red Fern Grows and they loved it.  They 
will be handing out the programs at the Preschool Christmas concert.  We also had our own 
Christmas party, and students bought Mrs. Cushler a Christmas present to show their appreciation 
for everything that she does.   
 
Important dates: 
 
January 7 and 8 – Algebra 1 midterm exam 
January 13 – Social Studies midterm exam 
January 14 and 15 – Pre-Algebra midterm exam 
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January 19 – Science midterm exam 
January 20 – Language Arts midterm exam 
February 5 – $80.00 Washington D.C. payment due 
 

Practical Arts News 

 
Art:  6th grade students are currently learning about Surrealism.  After studying and discussing the 
work of Salvador Dali, and Renee Magritte, they created their own surrealistic compositions.  While 
some students were eager to dive right in and come up with strange, absurd ideas, others found this 
to be quite challenging.  It was a great exercise in using their imaginations, and encouraging 
students to think ‘outside the box.’ 
 
7th grade students have been working on a drawing unit that began by studying the differences 
between the left and right hemispheres of the brain. They have been practicing various methods of 
drawing that force them to use their right brain.  As a result, they are not only experiencing a higher 
level of accuracy in their drawing, but are developing their right brain as well!  This 'whole brain 
thinking' not only helps them to become better artists, but will also help them to succeed in their 
other academic classes. They created a drawing of their shoe, which they will be putting in a creative 
background of their choice. 
 
8th grade students studied the work of Louisiana artist George Rodrigue who is famous for painting 
his ‘Blue Dog’ paintings.  After learning about his background, and how the famous ‘Blue Dog’ came 
to be, students were asked to create their own Blue Dog painting.  Like Rodrigue, their paintings 
were to make a statement (either on life, society, politics, something personal, or just be simply 
witty/comical.)  I have to say I am so impressed with the student’s ideas!  They truly are very 
creative and let it be known, our 8th graders have a lot to say about the world around them!  I really 
have enjoyed this project and think that the students have as well. 
 
Family & Consumer Science:  The 8th grade FCS students have been busy in December.  They 
are currently gathering information to create a nutrient poster.  Each student is working 
individually on this important assignment.   They have also been in the kitchen continuing with 
their snack unit making tasty Pepperoni Bites.  They are currently working on some cookies for the 
holidays. 
 
7th grade FCS students are getting use to being in a new “Practical” class.  They have mastered the 
parts of the sewing machine as well as sewing on paper to practice their machine skills.  They are 
just getting started on their stuffed animals.  Major construction will occur after break, but cutting 
will happen before break.   They will also be starting on their hand skills project. 
 
6th grade FCS students are working on their cookie unit!  Yum yum!!  They are learning how to 
measure ingredients exactly and to read and follow a recipe.  Cookies should start to be coming 
home on a weekly basis.   

Health:  The eighth grade students have recently finished up Chapter 7, which deals with The 
Nature of Conflict, Resolving Conflicts, Mediation and Peer Mediation, Avoiding and Preventing 
Violence, and Preventing Abuse. Students are finishing up Chapter 8, which deals with The 
Importance of Nutrition, Nutrients for Wellness, Following Nutrition Guidelines and Planning 
Meals and Snacks.  Students are finishing this unit by completing a Power Point Presentation.  
Using the Food Pyramid as a guide, the students are explaining in picture form what foods they eat 
on a daily basis.  Mr. Budzick’s Health class is a computer driven class as all assignments, projects, 
quizzes and tests are completed on the computer. 

Computers:  Students are working hard on improving their keyboarding skills.  Seventh graders 
currently use the software program UltraKey, while the sixth graders are using the software 



 6

program Type To Learn. Seventh grade students recently finished some Christmas assignments on 
the computer.  Currently they are completing “The 12 Days of Christmas” using the program 
Hyperstudio.  Students will program the assignment so that it will play out on the computer just like 
the song goes. Students are also learning about the various features (copy, paste, cut, insert, bold 
….) while completing various assignments in MicroSoft Word.  
 
Physical Education:  The students are starting a Flag Football unit.  The students will be learning 
a variety of skills, rules, and offensive and defensive positions and strategies related to the game.  In 
addition, the students will learn about the history of football.  Did you know that in 1922 the NFL 
was considered a part-time job; players had to work two jobs to support their families if they were 
playing football.  Moreover, the students will complete a "Fitness Test" for their midterm grade.  
 

Pre-School News 
 
This month, Miss Ziegler’s class worked very hard to learn the songs for the Winter Program.  
We sang Frosty the Snowman, Santa Claus is Coming to Town, and We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas.  We had a lot of fun learning the words and making props for the show! Thanks to all the 
parents and family members that came out to watch our program!  This month we also made gifts 
for our parents, made and sent cards to soldiers in Iraq, trees and winter shapes to decorate the 
hallways, and made gingerbread houses at our holiday party.  Enjoy your holiday and Happy New 
Year! 
 

Important Dates/Information to Remember 
 

  12/19 – 1/3  Winter Break – No School 
 
Monday  1/4   Return to School – Welcome Back! 
 
Tuesday  1/5   Ohio School Pictures Activity Day 
 
Wednesday  1/6   Literacy Expert – Dr. Lori Wilfong will be at the Middle  
      School 
 
Thursday   1/7   Mohican Trip Parent Meeting, 6:30 pm 
 
Saturday  1/9   GBK Tournament, TBA 
 
Tuesday  1/12   GBK Tournament, TBA 
 
Wednesday  1/13   GBK Tournament, TBA 
 
Thursday   1/14   BBK vs. Oberlin, 4:30 pm 
 
Tuesday  1/16   BBK vs. Keystone, 4:30 pm 
      BOE Meeting, 6:30 pm  
 
Monday  1/18   Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday – No School 
 
Tuesday  1/19   BBK vs. Keystone, 4:30 pm 
      BOE Meeting, 6:30 pm 
 
Thursday  1/21   BBK @ Clearview, 4:30 pm 
 
Tuesday  1/26   BBK vs. Wellington, 4:30 pm 
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Happy Holidays from the 
Brooklyn Middle School & 

Preschool Staffs! 
 
 


