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Principal’s Corner – News from Mr. Caleris

Congratulations on a great start to the school year! The first quarter has come and gone, with 
many activities and accomplishments along the way!

I would like to thank all the parents for the outstanding turnout at Parent-Teacher Conferences.  
If you have any questions or comments regarding Parent-Teacher Conferences, please feel free 
to  contact  me @ 216-485-8126 or  email  me @  ted.caleris@brooklyn.k12.oh.us  -  Your 
comments are important to the efficient running of the school!

It is important to recognize everything that happens here at Brooklyn Middle School. I would 
like to specifically thank the PTSA for the generous donation that will allow our middle school  
students to participate in Student Council. The application process has closed and hope to be up 
and running in early November! Again, a special thanks to PTSA for all they do for the Middle 
School and the school district! 

I  would  like  to  recognize  and  congratulate  the  Student’s  of  the  Month  for  September  and 
October:  Ethan Porter,  Tiffany Mora,  Fanny Huang,  Robert  Butler,  Brianna Burwell,  Taylor 
Reinhart,  Andrew Bayura,  Anthony Casola,  Emily LeMasters, Justin Jeffery, Jordan Wallace, 
Allison Giordano, Shannon Newby , Cui Wu, Adam Makela and Samantha Gatte.

Have a great second quarter & Go Hurricanes!

Mr. Ted Caleris
Principal 
Brooklyn Middle School 
Brooklyn City School District  

PLEASE VOTE ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND!

Issue #5 on the November 2 ballot is a renewal levy first passed by the citizens of Brooklyn in 
1984. It is not a new tax. The School District appreciates the citizens' continued support of past 
levies. A “yes” vote maintains current funding and “Excellent” programming. A “yes” vote avoids 
public utilities not paying their fair share of the levy. Please maintain this funding.

In addition, the Brooklyn City School District is in the planning and bond election phase to con-
struct a new Pk-12 facility. We view this exciting new facility as an essential part of preparing 
students in the 21st century, as well as a transformational opportunity for the entire City of 
Brooklyn. It is our strong belief that the new school facilities will be designed to be used by all 
segments of the community, while offering business opportunities to our partners. We are call-
ing this project a multi-generational, multi-use campus that will provide for students’ education, 
childcare, community healthcare, and recreation. Board members and staff members will be 
meeting with community members in a door to door campaign and also hosting informational 
sessions to allow all those with questions to be answered. Please attend any of the following 
meetings: September 27, October 18, October 25 all at 6:00 pm in Room 173 of the High School. 
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There are no-interest and reduced-interest bonds available through the end of 2010 which 
makes the project even more affordable. At this time, the owner of a $100,000 home would pay 
approximately $11.66 per month. With the $25,000 Homestead exemption, that same owner 
would pay $8.75. We believe in providing handicapped accessibility to our students and their 
families in a secure environment each and every day. Our technology is only as possible as the 
infrastructure of wiring be in buildings that were built as far back as 1922. 

Please consider calling the Superintendent, Cynthia J. Walker at 216-485-8110 or any of the ad-
ministrators or Board of Education members to find out more about our project of HOPE, Issue 
#6 on November 2.

B  OX TOPS HAVE ARRIVED AT THE MIDDLE SCHOOL!  

BMS is now an official member of the Box Tops for Education program!  This program is 
designed to earn money for our school that will be used for student reward and incentive 
programs such as field trips, banquets, etc.  We will also be having a competition between the 
advisory classes to see which one can donate the most!

Qualifying Box Tops coupons can be found on packages of participating General Mills Big G 
cereals, Betty Crocker® products including Betty Crocker® fruit flavored snacks, Yoplait® 
yogurt multipacks, Yoplait® Go-GURT® yogurt, Gold Medal® flour, Green Giant® frozen 
meal kits and frozen sides, Old El Paso® products, Totino’s® frozen snacks, Pillsbury® 
refrigerated and frozen products, Chex Mix® snack mixes, Cascadian Farm® cereals, Avery®, 
NESTLÉ®, Hefty ®, S.C. Johnson Ziploc® Kimberly-Clark, Welch’s and Land O’ Lakes 
products. Qualifying products are subject to change. For a complete list of participating products 
visit www.boxtops4education.com.

Start saving your box tops to earn money for the school.  Every single one counts!

Athletic News

Our volleyball team finished their year with a record of 8-7.  The girls learned a lot and played 
very well.  The football team ended their season with a record of 1-7.  Despite their numbers, the 
boys pulled together as a team to make some amazing plays!  We are very proud of all of our 
athletes.  Congratulations on a wonderful season.

We would like to congratulate the following students for making the boys’ basketball team.  7th 

graders: Jacob Budyka, Adam Cutright, Jacob Daaer, Nathan Kaminski, AJ Kenney, Zach Rave, 
Tyler Vincent, and 8th graders: Ryan Baker, Brad Blaine, Kyle Christie, Damon Jackson, Tyler 
Musarra, and Pat Ryan.  Mr. Aufmuth would also like to thank the following students chosen to 
be helpers for the season: Brandon Bassett, Giovanni, Hilliard, Frankie Pepera, Jared Bowser, 
and Adam Makela.

Tryouts for girls’ basketball will take place during the month of December.  If your daughter is 
interested in trying out for the basketball team, please make sure that you get a physical before 
try-outs.  Students will not be able to participate without a physical.

6  th   Grade News  

The World Map Project was a huge success in our 6th grade social studies classes!  We are 
finishing up the quarter with a concentration on how to write answers to OAA extended 
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response questions using maps and social studies informational passages. Students are doing a 
great job transferring language arts knowledge to the content area.

With the start of 2nd Quarter, science students will be exploring changes to earth's surface and 
earth's rocks. Topics include Earth's plates and rocks that interact to produce predictable 
changes to the surface of the earth. Movement of earth's plates can result in earthquakes, 
volcanoes, and changes in continents and their relation to one another. We will also explore how 
rocks are changed from one kind to another through ordinary processes at earth's surface and 
just below it. Please visit the Science class website for more information on our topics of study.

6th graders have been working hard in Mr. Lavinder's and Ms. McGuire’s math classes.
Decimals were studied during the month of October as students reviewed how to add, subtract, 
multiply, and divide. Students were allowed to use their "Everyday Math" knowledge that they 
learned in elementary school, or try the traditional method of solving decimals. Both teachers 
were pleased at the overall grades from the 1st quarter and are looking forward to more hard 
work and improvements in the 2nd quarter.

Language arts classes are finishing expository writing paragraphs. We also briefly studied all 
eight parts of speech this past month.  This year we are focusing on building stronger 
vocabulary. Every week the students will be studying new words or learning Greek and Latin 
prefixes, suffixes, and root words.  We are currently working on a class novel, which will take us 
up to Winter Break.

MOHICAN UPDATE:

Next payment due: Thursday, November 11, 2010

7  th   Grade News  

In both Math 7 and Pre-algebra, we have been revisiting very important integer rules and 
discussing the importance of positive and negative numbers. We then moved on to applying 
these rules while solving simple equations as well as two-step equations. Following that, the 
classes spent several days simplifying expressions. We want our expressions to be in the 
simplest form to make them easier to solve, not unlike wanting our text messages to be as 
abbreviated as possible so that we can save time. Finally, we wrapped up October with several 
lab activities discovering properties about area and perimeter and then a Chapter 3 test.

The seventh grade Science classes have been studying such topics as the transfer of heat in the 
atmosphere, the water cycle and the forms of precipitation, and the types of clouds.  Students 
studied the wind and built anemometers to discover wind speeds.  Students collected data and 
converted the number of spins into miles per hour.   Ask your child about these topics to help 
them relate Science to their everyday lives.  

Currently language arts students are beginning their unit on the Elements of Drama. Within 
this unit your student will read the tele-plays Brian's Song & The Monster's Are Due on Maple 
Street. In addition during the month of December we will read an adaptation of Charles Dickens' 
A Christmas Carol. In other classroom news, parents may now place their Scholastic Book 
Orders online at www.Scholastic.com/bookclubs. On the parent page, click the "Don't have a 
User Name and Password?" link, then register for your own username and password. When 
prompted, enter our one-time Class Activation Code- GNYMK. This code ensures that your 
order is sent to me. 
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Throughout social studies last month we have been exploring Ancient India.  The students 
learned about the levels within the caste system, the similarities and differences between the 
Hindu and Buddhist religion, and how the first civilizations in India developed.  Next we will be 
climbing the Great Wall of China!

8  th   Grade News  

In Social Studies, we are currently finishing our unit on the early English colonies. Students 
learned about Jamestown, the New England Colonies, the Salem Witch Trials, and the creation 
of Maryland, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, North and South Carolina, and Georgia. Students 
recently completed their unit assessment, which included an essay on the influence religion had 
on the creation of these areas. I am proud to say that overall the students have been doing 
extremely well on their essays.  In the near future, we will continue to discuss the growth of the 
English colonies and how they will be governed. Also, my class website has been updated. The 
website is organized by chapter, which makes it is easier to find class notes and worksheets that 
are given in class.

In Science, students learned about the history of the space program and rockets.  Students 
were required to create a model of an early Soviet descent module that would land safely using a 
tennis ball, egg, clay, string, and a bag.  The models were very creative and well thought out. 
Overall, most of the eggs “survived” being thrown out of a 3rd floor window.  We will continue to 
learn about different topics in Astronomy throughout the remainder of the second quarter. 
Currently, students are learning about the history of Astronomy, the suns, planets, and comets. 
In class, we will be examining topics such as retrograde motion, greenhouse effect, inner 
planets, outer planets, and comets through various labs and other classroom activities.   

Currently in Pre-Algebra the students are solving equations. The students will solve one-step 
and two-step equations as well as formulas. The online textbook is available at pre-alg.com 
access code BB1C64B574. The online textbook has practice problems, quizzes, video tutorials 
and test. Do not forget to visit my website for additional practice on integers. In Algebra 1, the 
students finished chapter 2 on solving equations and have started solving inequalities in chapter 
3. The Algebra textbook can be accessed at  go.hrw.com Username: brooklyn78 Password 
n7x2n

In 8th grade Language Arts, the first quarter ended with students analyzing the story 
elements for the bone-chilling short story “Tell Tale Heart”. The second quarter will begin with 
an evaluation of advertisement propaganda for our persuasive writing unit. The students will 
complete a project at the end of the persuasive writing unit in which they will create their own 
advertisement campaign for a product.

In Miss Pettigrew's class, students just finished up learning polynomials and using the 
Distributive Property to simplify algebraic expressions in Algebra I.  They are now moving on to 
factoring polynomials by using the FOIL method.  In Language Arts, the students created and 
presented their Literacy Maps over the novel The Hunger Games in a bistro setting with 
appetizers, discussion and special appearances by "Hunger Games Groupie", Mrs. Bader.  
Looking forward to our 2nd Annual Thanksgiving Feast, and other exciting holiday events.  

Practical Arts News

Art:  Eighth Grade artists have been winding down the quarter preparing to paint their 'Blue 
Dog' paintings based on the artist George Rodrigue.  They have spent many classes learning 
about color theory and putting their knowledge into practice by creating color wheels, mixing 
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tints and shades, and creating neutrals via complementary colors.  Next quarter they will take 
this knowledge and use it to paint the 'Blue Dog' compositions that they drew earlier this year.

Seventh Grade artists have spent some time learning all about the elements of art and the prin-
ciples of design.  They are now using high end graffiti art as inspiration for a painting that will 
incorporate all of the concepts that they have learned.  Students had great discussions about the 
difference between high end graffiti art (found in galleries, murals) and low-end graffiti (illegal, 
destruction of private property) and critiqued both types—explaining why they could or could 
not be considered 'art.'

Family & Consumer Science:  October has been a busy month in the Family and Consumer 
Science classes.  In 6th grade we have been studying fruits.   Students know the six categories 
that fruits are divided into.  They created a chart on the different groups.  They also designed a 
tri-fold on information regarding fruits.  We had a fruit tasting where they sampled 8 different 
fruits and charted their reaction.  We also made applesauce.  A very yummy experience!

In 7th grade the students have been getting ready to start on their stuffed animals.   They have 
mastered their sewing machines!  They are finishing up cutting out their animals and have 
started the process of sewing them together. In 8th grade the students are continuing their study 
of snacks.  We have made flavored popcorn as well as flavored pita chips.  We are also working 
on the food pyramid.  They are creating their own individual pyramid. We will continue with 
snacks as well as the food pyramid and start in on nutrients.

Health:  The eighth grade students are finishing up Chapter 4 which deals with Mental & 
Emotional Health.  Topics in this unit included Mental & Emotional Health, Understanding 
Your Emotions, Mental & Emotional Problems, Getting Help, & Coping With Loss .  The next 
unit will be Chapter 5 – Promoting Social Health.  Topics in this unit will include: Your 
Character & Your Relationships, Getting Along With Your Family, & Marriage & Parenthood. 
Officer Murphy will be beginning the DARE Program hopefully some time in November.  Mr. 
Budzick’s Health class is a computer driven class as all assignments, projects, quizzes and tests 
are completed on the computer.

Computers:  Seventh grade students are currently working on improving their keyboarding 
skills with the program Ultra-Key.  They have been learning the features of the word processing 
program Open Office, by completing daily journals and various other assignments.  Sixth grade 
students are currently working on improving their keyboarding skills with the program Type To 
Learn.  They also have been learning the features of Open Office by completing daily journals 
and various other assignments.

Physical Education: We will be starting our exciting Soccer unit!  The students will learn a 
variety of fun aspects related to the unit.  The students will learn about the history of the game. 
Did you know the reason why Soccer was invented was to keep boys and girls out of trouble in 
the  early 1830’s and to bring the community together!  The students will also learn about the 
skills, rules, and offensive and defensive positions and strategies related to the game.  Then, the 
students will learn about officiating and coaching aspects related to the game of Soccer.  At the 
end of the unit, the students will complete a skills and written test. 

Advisory Project:  Deneen's Hope - This year the Advisory groups for Mrs. Beard and Mrs. 
Becker will be working on a service project.  The project will benefit the Mole Center at Fairview 
Hospital for the patients with Ovarian Cancer and other Gynecological Cancers.  Mrs. Beard's 7th 

grade students will be making “belly pillows” in the color teal (the color for Ovarian Cancer) for 
the patients.  These pillows will help to comfort them during their treatment.  The 6th graders 
will be making friendship bracelets that will be added to bookmarks for the patients.  Mrs. 
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Becker's 7th grade students will be designing and making buttons for the patients.  The 6th 

graders in her class will be creating cards as well as bookmarks.  Mrs. Ralph, the 7th grade 
Language Arts teacher, was also contacted to have her students write poems for the patients.
       
This project project was created by Mrs. Beard in memory of her dear friend and neighbor who 
lost her 5 year battle with ovarian cancer.   During her treatment Deneen had decided that she 
wanted to make pillows for the patients to hold to help ease the pain during treatment.  Since 
she had limited sewing experience, Mrs. Beard was her go to person.  As the project was 
progressing Mrs. Beard and Deneen tried to come up with a name for her idea and one that they 
joked about was Plope (pillow of hope).  But Deneen got to the point where she just didn't have 
enough energy to keep making the pillows.  She was very particular about them and wanted 
them to be very nice.   With her passing, Mrs. Beard decided that making pillows would be a 
perfect fit for her class and a perfect activity to do during her Advisory period.  So, Mrs. Beard 
purchased fabric and proceeded with getting the idea moving.  She contacted Mr. Caleris, Mrs. 
Miller to get their approval as well as the approval of Deneen's family.  She also contacted the 
Mole Center to see if this idea would work for them.  Everyone she talked to was very excited 
about the project.  She decided to ask Mrs. Becker if she wanted to join her as well as Mrs. 
Ralph.  Everyone was on board and the project is now under way!  The way the Advisory period 
works is that each Practical Arts teacher has a group of students for 5 weeks.  At the end of 5 
weeks they rotate to another activity.   Deneen's Hope will continue for the entire year.  All 6th 

and 7th grade students will be able to be involved in this very special project.  All involved with 
this project are very excited.  To use our skills to benefit many people and in the memory of a 
very special friend.  The project's name, “Deneen's Hope”, is in her memory and her Hope that a 
cure will be found.
 

Pre-School News

The preschool classes have been very busy throughout the month of October. This year, we made 
our own Halloween costumes using pillowcases. Each child tie-dyed their own pillowcase. The 
girls dressed as a fairy princess and made their own hats and wands.  The boys dressed as ma-
gical knights and made their own crowns and shields.  The grand parade and parties were a huge 
success! 
 
The preschool also had a very fun visit from the Brooklyn Fire Station.  The children were very 
excited to see all of the equipment, fire truck, and ambulance. They were taught how to crawl, 
stop drop and roll, and how to call 9-1-1.  They also learned that firemen are our friends and to 
not be scared of them when they have all of their equipment on.
 
Mrs. Beard's class spent a lot of time learning about bugs, monsters, and pumpkins.  Me made 
our own pumpkin masks, created ghostly portraits using chalk, and even hung spooky spiders 
from the ceiling in our classroom!  We had a lot of fun painting our haunted house, which is 
hanging in the hallway, when we were learning about the letter "H".  We look forward to 
learning about different kinds of foods throughout the month of November!  
 
Mrs. Rose's class has been very busy learning about the changes in the season. They learned 
what kind of clothing we wear for each season.  We also learned the nursery rhymes Little Boy 
Blue and Little Miss Muffet. They painted a fall tree, ghosts, and a haunted house to decorate the 
hallway for our Halloween party.  The children also worked very hard to paint a castle for the 
party. Next month, we will learn about animals that live on the farm.  We will also learn about 
growing fruits and vegetables and eating healthy foods.   
 
Miss Hrdy's class spent the month of October talking about scarecrows, haunted houses, 
spiders and pumpkins. The kids had a great time carving a pumpkin and counting the 
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seeds. Most of the class tried the roasted pumpkin seeds and liked them! We also discussed why 
spiders spin webs and what happens when insects get stuck. The class had a lot of fun making 
spiders out of Oreo cookies and pretzels. 
 

Honor/Merit Reward Field Trip

Ice Skating for all Honor and Merit Roll Students

When: Wednesday, November 17, 2010
Time:   11:00 am – 1:30 pm; students will return at approx. 2:15 pm
Place: Brooklyn Rec. Center
Lunch:  Pizza 
              Pop 

Clothing: You should bring gloves, hats, sweaters, extra pair of socks, ice                  
                        skates (if you have a pair)

Ice Skates: Students are encouraged to bring their own skates.  The Rec Center     
                    will not be able to provide skates for all the children to use at the  
                     same time so sharing of Rec Center skates will be necessary.

We will be walking to the Rec. Center so students need to dress for the weather.
Parents are needed to help escort the students to and from the Rec. Center.  If the 
weather is too inclement we may need to reschedule the event.

ANY PARENTS WHO WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER FOR ANY PART OF 
THIS EVENT PLEASE  CALL Ms. Slaine at 216-485-8128 

or Mr. Caleris at 216-485-8126.

Foundations News

The Brooklyn Middle School participated in the international Walk to School Week again this 
year on Thursday, October 7th.  39.2% of our middle school students participated be either to 
walking, riding a bike, or skateboarding to school on this day.  We held this event in an effort to 
help promote physical fitness and well being and all students that participated received a 
pedometer for being involved!

The Foundations team is working diligently to continue several the initiatives from last year. 
Committees are in place and already planning   talent show in May, the 5th and 6th grade social in 
May, and field day on the last day of school.

“Never Underestimate the 
power of a kind word or 

deed.”
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Healthy Kids Healthy Weight specialists offer the following guidelines for healthy eating habits:
• Rethink Your Drink: Beverage calories count and can greatly impact weight gain or loss. 

Consider substituting pop or juice with water or a diet beverage, or limit your portion 
size by choosing a smaller-size drink. 

• Start the Morning Right: Research shows that those who eat breakfast on a regular basis 
weigh less than those who skip it. Make time for breakfast and have quick, easy-to-
prepare foods available at home. 

• Avoid Proportion Distortion: Today’s portion sizes have nearly tripled from 20 years ago. 
Having smaller portions on your plate is a great way to cut back on calories. Instead of 
eating food from its original bag or box, pour the food onto a plate. 

• Get Your Five a Day: Research shows that people who eat five or more servings of fruits 
and vegetables every day have half the risk of cancer and one-third the risk of heart 
disease. Consider having one cup of vegetables daily with dinner and a fruit at breakfast, 
lunch and snack time. 

• Avoid Eating-Out Pitfalls: Portion sizes are very large at restaurants. Assess how many 
times you eat out, and work on decreasing that number. HKHW specialists suggest 
ordering the smallest sizes or splitting your meal with someone. 

• Choose Snacks Wisely: Cut back on “empty” calorie snack foods, like chips, candy or 
cookies that provide few nutrients and are usually higher in calories. Limit these foods to 
two to three times per week and keep snacks less than 300 calories. 

• Slow Down: It takes 20 minutes for the brain to get a signal that the stomach is full. 
Slowing down at mealtime can help prevent overeating. 

• Watch What You Add: Condiments are additional fats that can contribute to a higher 
calorie intake. Limit the amounts used or substitute them with low-fat versions. Exercise, 
in combination with healthy eating habits, helps kids stay at a healthy weight. That’s vital 
because one in three U.S. children is overweight or obese. Any activity is great, but what 
burns the most calories? Obtain your child’s weight and consult the chart below to get an 
estimate of the calories he or she University Hospitals (UH) Rainbow Babies burns by 
participating in the activities listed. 

Source: 
http://www.uhhospitals.org
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