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As the media specialist, I feel it is my duty to provide my students with the proper tools to help 

them succeed in the 21
st
 century workplace.  Especially when research shows that a consistent 

factor in the reason for students dropping out of high school is a lack of motivation due to the 

perceived irrelevance of school.  How can we make it relevant to our students?  I believe we 

need to act as teacher advocates and help them organize and plan their future.  According to the 

new state laws; this is no longer a desire it is a necessity that we provide career advising and 

student success plans.   

The bottom line is we can no longer have students graduate without having a post-secondary 

plan.   

My project the Canes Connections utilizes our current advisory program to implement an E-

portfolio system for all 8
th

, 9
th

, and 10
th

 grade students.  Hopefully in the future, we will broaden 

its scope to all students 8
th

-12
th

.    

Canes Connections provides advisory teachers a scope and sequence of opportunities for students 

to discover their career interests, explore pathways and make plans for their future.  In the fall, I 

worked closely with all advisors to train them on how to use Ohio Means Jobs.  On our college 

and career day in October, I organized a session for all sophomores to establish their E portfolio 

and take all four sections of the practice ACT.  With Ohio Means Jobs, students can take practice 

ACT, SAT, and ASVAB tests from anywhere they have internet access.  Their scores are saved 

and they are given feedback on their responses. 

Throughout the winter, I collaborated with advisory teams and planned lessons with different 

grade level targets.  By the end of the school year, each student will have completed some kind 

of career or interest assessment and uploaded one artifact into their portfolio. 

In order for Canes Connections to succeed, I had to get parents involved as well.  During our 

spring Registration nights, I presented to all parents of current 8
th

-11
th

 students on how we are 

preparing their students for post-secondary success.  I was able to show them what their student 

has incorporated into their portfolio whether that is a resume, cover letter, career research paper, 

scholarship searches or ACT practice test scores. 

Students will graduate Brooklyn High School with a valuable resource that will house all of their 

work that they can access well after they leave our hallways, but most importantly they will 

leave us with a plan for their future.  


