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B.4.1 Use encyclopedias, source books, texts, computers, 

teachers, parents, other adults, journals, popular press, and 

various other sources, to help answer science-related questions 

and plan investigations 

 
F.4.3 Illustrate the different ways that organisms grow through 

life stages and survive to produce new members of their type 

 

   This presentation can be used for grades 2-5 to teach 

students the basic science classifications and characteristics 

of animals with vertebrates. It incorporates the following 

standards: 
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Menu 

Amphibians 

Birds 

Fish 

Mammals 

Reptiles 

Quiz 

Click on the names of the animal classes to learn about them. Once you have learned about 

them, click on the quiz to test your knowledge.  

To exit at any time, press the red square at the top right.  
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Amphibians 

    Amphibians are vertebrates. This means 

that they have a backbone and a skeleton 

inside their body.  

    They are also cold-blooded, which means 

that they cannot regulate their body 

temperature on their own. They need the sun 

to warm them, and if they get too warm they 

find shade.  
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What Makes Amphibians, Amphibians? 

    Amphibians spend part of 

their life in water and part on 

land.  

   Amphibians change as they 

grow. They begin life looking 

like a young fish, living in 

water and breathing with gills. 

As they grow, they develop 

legs and lungs for their life on 

land.  
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More Amphibian Characteristics 

Most amphibians have thin, soft, 

moist skin.  

 

Amphibians live in 

moist places or near 

water to keep their 

bodies from drying 

out.  

 

Most grown amphibians 

can walk  

and swim. 
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Birds 

� 

    Birds are vertebrates. This means that they 

have a backbone and a skeleton inside their 

body.  

 

    They are also warm-blooded, which means 

that their body keeps their temperature at the 

right level.  
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What Makes Birds, Birds? 

Birds have feathers.  

Birds have beaks 

with no teeth.  

Birds have wings 

and most can fly.  

Birds have two 

legs.  
Birds build 

nests to lay 

their hard-

shelled 

eggs. Menu 
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Fish 

    Fish are vertebrates.  

This means that they have  

a backbone and a skeleton  

inside their body.  

     

    They are also typically cold-blooded, which 

means that they cannot regulate their body 

temperature on their own.  

� Menu 



X 

10 

What Makes Fish, Fish? 

Fish live in water. 
Fish have fins. 

Fish use gills to 

breathe. 
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Mammals 

    Mammals are vertebrates.  

This means that they have a  

backbone and a skeleton  

inside their body.  

 

    They are also warm-blooded, which means 

that their body keeps their temperature at the 

right level.  
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What Makes Mammals, Mammals? 

Mammals have 

fur or hair. 

Mammals produce 

milk to feed their 

babies. 

Most mammals give 

birth to their young. 

Mammals live on land, in air, 

at sea, and under ground. 
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Reptiles 

    Reptiles are vertebrates. This 

means that they have a backbone 

and a skeleton inside their body.  

 

    They are also cold-blooded, which means that they 

cannot regulate their body temperature on their own. 

They need the sun to warm them, and if they get too 

warm they find shade.  
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What Makes Reptiles, Reptiles? 

Reptiles have scales 

that cover their bodies. 

Reptiles’ babies 

look like small 

versions of the 

adults. 

Most reptiles lay eggs. 

Most reptiles live on land; 

some live in water. 
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Which animal is an amphibian? 
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No, that is a Bird 

  That is a bird because it has a 

beak and feathers that cover it’s 

body.  

  

Try Again! 
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No, that is a Fish 

  That is a fish because it has fins 

on it’s body.  

  

Try Again! 
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No, that is a Mammal 

  That is a mammal because it has 

fur that covers it’s body.  

  

Try Again! 
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No, that is a Reptile 

  That is a reptile because it has 

scales that cover it’s body.  

  

Try Again! 



X 

20 

No, that is an Amphibian 

  That is an amphibian because it 

has thin, moist skin.  

  

Try Again! 
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Correct! 

  That is an amphibian!  

  It has thin, soft, moist skin. This 

is a special characteristic of 

amphibians.  
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Which animal is a bird? 

Menu 



X 

23 

Correct! 

  That is a bird!  

  It has a beak and feathers that 

cover its body. 
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Which animal is a fish? 
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Correct! 

  That is a fish!  

  It has fins on it’s body. 
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Which animal is a mammal? 
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Correct! 

  That is a mammal because it has 

fur on it’s body. 
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Which animal is a reptile? 
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Correct! 

  That is a reptile because it has 

scales that cover it’s body. 
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30 Which animal begins life looking like a young fish, living 

in water, and develops legs and lungs for it’s life on 

land?  
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No, that is an Amphibian 
   

   

  It changes 

  as it grows.  

 

It begins life looking like a young fish, living in water and 

breathing with gills, and develops legs and lungs for it’s 

life on land.  

 Try Again! 
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No, that is a Bird 

  That is a bird. It has two legs 

and builds nests for its hard-

shelled eggs. 

  

Try Again! 
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No, that is a Mammal 

  That is a mammal. It 

makes milk for the 

babies it gives birth to. 

   

Try Again! 
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No, that is a Reptile 

  That is a reptile. It lays eggs that 

hatch into young. The young look 

like small versions of the adult. 

 

Try Again! 
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No, that is a Fish 

  That is a fish. It lives in water and 

breathes with gills its whole life.  

  

Try Again! 
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Correct! 

  That is an amphibian!  

  It changes as it grows. It begins life 

looking like a young fish, living in 

water and breathing with gills, and 

develops legs and lungs for it’s life on 

land.  
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Which animal has two legs and builds nests for its hard-

shelled eggs?  
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Correct! 

  That is a bird!  

  It has two legs and builds nests 

for its hard-shelled eggs. 
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Which animal gives birth to it’s young and makes milk to 

feed those young?  
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Correct! 

  That is a mammal. 

  It makes milk for the babies it 

gives birth to. 
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Which animal lays eggs that, when hatched, will look 

like small versions of it (the adult)?    
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Correct! 

  That is a reptile.   

  It lays eggs. These eggs hatch 

into young that look like small 

versions of the adult. 
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Which animal lives in water and breathes with gills its 

whole life?  
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Correct! 

  That is a fish!  

  It lives in water and breathes 

with gills. 
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