
 
 

9th Grade 2019 Summer Reading Project 
Due: Friday, August 30, 2019 

 
For incoming HONORS English students: Read 2 Books 

Choose one book from each list below. You are reading one fiction and one nonfiction book. You must 
complete one project for the book of your choice, and you will be tested on your second book choice.  

 
For incoming Regular English students: Read 1 book 

Choose one book from either list below. Choose to complete the project attached OR you will complete a test 
on the due date. 

 
Fiction Books 

 
Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson  
A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a devastating effect on Melinda's freshman year in high school. 
 
And Then There Were None By Agatha Christie (Must be the novel) 
The world's bestselling mystery!"Ten . . ." Ten strangers are lured to an isolated island mansion off the Devon coast by a mysterious 

"U.N. Owen.""Nine . . ." At dinner a recorded message accuses each of them in turn of having a guilty secret, and by the end of 
the night one of the guests is dead."Eight . . ." Stranded by a violent storm, and haunted by a nursery rhyme counting down one by 
one . . .one by one they begin to die."Seven . . ... 

 
The Help by Kathryn Stockett 
Limited and persecuted by racial divides in 1962 Jackson, Mississippi, three women, including an African-American maid, her sassy 

and chronically unemployed friend, and a recently graduated white woman, team up for a clandestine project. 
 
How it Went Down by Kekla Magoon 
When sixteen-year-old Tariq Johnson dies from two gunshot wounds, his community is thrown into an uproar. Tariq was black. The 

shooter, Jack Franklin, is white. In the aftermath of Tariq's death, everyone has something to say, but no two accounts of the 
events line up. Day by day, new twists further obscure the truth. Tariq's friends, family, and community struggle to make sense of 
the tragedy, and to cope with the hole left behind when a life is cut short. In their own words, they grapple for a way to say with 
certainty: This is how it went down. 

 
Nonfiction Books 

 
I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai 
Describes the life of the young Pakistani student who advocated for women's rights and education in the Taliban-controlled Swat 

Balley, survived an assassination attempt, and became the youngest nominee for the Nobel Peace Prize. 
 
Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer  
Christopher McCandless (Emile Hirsch), son of wealthy parents (Marcia Gay Harden, William Hurt), graduates from Emory 

University as a top student and athlete. However, instead of embarking on a prestigious and profitable career, he chooses to give 
his savings to charity, rid himself of his possessions, and set out on a journey to the Alaskan wilderness. 

 
Outlier: The Story of Success 
Outliers explains why “the self-made man” is a myth and what truly lies behind the success of the best people in their field, which is 

often a series of lucky events, rare opportunities and other external factors, which are out of our control. 
 
Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank (Must be the novel, NOT the play, and students from 

the gifted program are NOT permitted to choose this book) 
Anne Frank was a young Jewish girl living in Amsterdam during the Holocaust. She receives a diary for her birthday; she hopes it will 

be a 'great source of comfort and support.' Anne's diary begins at a crucial point in her life, and in the diary Anne depicts her life 
in hiding from the Nazis. 



 
Project Guidelines: (Be sure to pick assignments that make sense with your book choice) 
 

1. Pick any combination of assignments that add up to 30 points. 
2. Include a cover sheet: Your name and class period 

Title and author of the book 

Assignment numbers and point values with a total 

3. This project should be typed, unless it is some form of artwork.  Papers should be 12-point Times 

New Roman Font and double-spaced.  All margins should be one inch.  

4. Each page should have a heading that includes your name, assignment number and point total. 

 
10 Points each  
 

1. Create a crossword puzzle from your book, clues must demonstrate a knowledge of the book.  Puzzle 
should be hand made neatly. There should be a separate answer key included. It should not be 
computer generated. At least 12 clues (No Pencil on final copies…pen or colored pencils/markers) 

 
2. Describe an experience you had that was similar to an experience had by a character in the book.  Use 

specific details from the book. 
 

3. Write a poem about your book.  It needs to be a minimum of 10 full lines long. 
 

4. Write an obituary for one of the characters in the book. (Must be at least one paragraph long. 8 sentence 
minimum.) 

 
5. If the book has a villain, why was his or her punishment justified?  Use specific details from the book, 

reference the page # the information was taken from. (Must be at least one paragraph long. 8 sentence 
minimum.) 

 
6. Create a collage of a major theme of your novel or one that illustrates certain parts of your novel.  This 

should be done on a medium size piece of poster board. 
 

7. Draw a color map of where major parts of the story takes place.  Label the major landmarks or points of 
interest.  This should be done on a medium size piece of poster board or construction paper. 

 
 
15 Points each  
(One typed page- 12 pt. Times New Roman Font; Double Spaced) 
 

8. Explain how a character changed from the beginning to the end.  Use specific details from the book. 
 

9. Write a review of the novel wherein you try to get someone else to read it.  Use specific details from the 
book. 

 
10. Write a prequel to the story.  What do you think happened before the story began?  Be sure to take into 

account details from the story. 
 

11. Write a sequel to the story, what do you think happened to the main character after the story ended?  Be 
sure to stay consistent with the details from the story. 



 
 

12. Write a different ending for the story.  Be sure to stay consistent with the details from the story. 
 

13. Write a letter to the author of the novel explaining why you did or did not like the story.  Use specific 
details from the story to support your opinion. 

 
14. Write two newspaper articles published at the time of a major event in your book.  Be sure that the event 

you choose to write about is news worthy.  Make sure you support your articles with details from the 
book. 

 
15. Write an interview with one of the characters in the story. 

 
 

16. What problems did the major characters face and how did they solve these problems?  Use specific 
details from the story to support your opinion. 

 
17. Pretend that you’re the author and describe the part that was the most fun or hardest to write.  Explain 

why using specific details from the book, reference the page # the information was taken from. 
 

18. Explain why you would like to have one of the characters in the book as a friend.  Use specific details 
from the book. 

 
 
 
20 points  
 

19. Find three songs that seem to relate to your novel.  Include the lyrics and then write  ½ page per song 
explanation of how each song relates.  The lyrics do not count as part of your explanation. 

 
 

20. Write five diary entries made by one of the major characters in the book.  The entries should be 
reflective and comment on events that are taking place in the book. Each entry must be ½ page in length. 

 
 

21. Pretend you are a character in the novel and describe the other characters in the novel and what you 
think of each them and why.  Use specific details from the book to support your opinion. 

 
22. Make a scrapbook of pictures of the main characters.  You could cut out pictures of people and animals 

that you think look like the characters and places in the novel. Include captions to explain pictures. 
Whatever you decide it should be colorful, creative, neat and organized.  This should reflect the effort 
you put in to it. 

 
23. Make a video tape and act out parts of the book.  It should be a minimum for 5 minutes long, the 

segments you choose should be memorized.  Be sure to dress in character! Upload video to Youtube and 
share link with Miss Barber.  

 
24. Do three pieces of artwork about the novel.  This must be done neatly, creatively and on drawing paper 

(No notebook paper).  Please only choose this option if you are artistically inclined – stick people will 
not be accepted.  

 
 
 


